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MEET HER AT 

DOCKSIDE CANNABIS 



Come check 
out Dockside 
after dark, 


Sara knows the 
strains to make 
you sleepy or 
keep you up. 
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cannabis 
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Ocean Greens’ 


$3 edibles $4 pre rolls 
$5 grams $151 gram wax 

$15 eighths $60 14 grams 

$15 vapes $69 OUNCES 


Open: 8am-1 1 :30pm, 7 days a week 


0CEANGREENS420.COM 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health risks 
associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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June 25-30 

Come together for our final week in 
the "old" Town Halt! With returning 
friends, new debuts, and a happy 
hour unlike any other, we're closing 
our 20th-century doors by throwing 
them wide open. 

Says You! VpfHmra hFwV.ro 

Groundbreak kicks off with the return of the 
beloved modem parlor game "of words and 
whimsy, bluff and bluster" Presented by 
Pipit & Finch. 

Betsy Hartmann 

Think outside the apocalypse box! Hartmann 
helps us envision a betler tomorrow, 

Arundhati Roy#™™ new** 

Nearly 20 years after tier first appearance in 
Seattle. Roy returns with her highly anticipated 
second novel. F'resenled by Elliott Bay Book 
Company., 

Sub Pop and Songwriting flEWARB 

Sera Cahoorne. ttyte Craft and special guests 
come together for a one-of-a-kind concert 
and conversation, 

Ijeoma and Ahamefule Oluo 

Our favorite internet yeller" and prolific 
writer fjeama joins her brother, our first 
Artist in Residence, on stage. 

The "Ground' Finale 

Morning to midnight, our final hours are yours! 

Slam poetry. Ignite, a graffiti happy hour, 
live music, food trucks, photos, and more 
—don't miss this night in Town Hall history. 

Lesm more at 

townhaUseattle^org/groundbreak 
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$4 JOINTS $8 GRAMS $19 EIGHTHS $3 EDIBLES 


MORE THAN MARIJUANA 

BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE 


253 - 507-4735 

3002 6th Avenue, Tacoma WA 98406 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.MARYMART.COM 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. 
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of 
this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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OPEN CITY 


SIFF 2017: Solidarity 
with Strangers 

BY SEAN NELSON 


T he closing weekend of the Seattle 
International Film Festival tends to 
inspire complicated feelings — about 
the good and bad films you saw, the ones you 
missed, and the general sense that you prob- 
ably could’ve tried harder to make it to a few 
more screenings while you had the chance. 
This year’s festival presented a few fewer 
films (400, down from last year’s 421). 

Nevertheless, on weekdays and week- 
ends alike, come rain 
or come shine, wheth- 
er for fancy studio 
releases or obscure 
Kenyan microbudget 
discoveries, Seattle 
filmgoers could be 
seen every day for 
the past three weeks 
lining up for their an- 
nual dose. Much as I 
have groaned about 
waiting in lines all my 
pampered life, it’s al- 
ways a glorious sight. 

In the spirit of 
wanting to maximize 
the benefits of my press credentials, a more- 
than-friend and I went to Lincoln Square 
Cinemas in Bellevue the Sunday before Me- 
morial Day to see Without Name, an Irish 
“eco-terror” film that dealt with several of 
my favorite subjects (the profound menace 
of nature, the dark sorrow of Ireland, the 
dual character of consciousness) in a truly 
original, deeply disturbing way. 

The real highlight of the experience 
came — as it often does at SIFF — in line, 
where we struck up a conversation with 
a couple who had come up to Seattle from 
Shelton, as they do every Memorial Day 
weekend, to binge on SIFF films. They were 
both teachers, both white, and I’d guess 
they were in their mid-50s. She taught el- 
ementary school, he taught junior high, and 
both were despairing about the future of 
their professions, especially in light of the 


Trump administration. 

She related that kids as young as first 
grade had been caught bringing knives to 
school. He said that math had long been a 
reliable framework for introducing the idea 
that people of different racial and social 
backgrounds might be able to work together 
to solve problems — but in the past year or 
two, the divisions seemed increasingly diffi- 
cult to surmount. 

Regardless, they 
both remained com- 
mitted to a teaching 
philosophy grounded 
in the precept of in- 
clusion, regardless of 
how brutal and cold 
the world had — or 
would — become. She 
said her job as an ele- 
mentary school teach- 
er was to convince her 
students that they are 
good enough, smart 
enough, and strong 
enough to rise to the 
challenges their world 
puts in front of them. Her voice radiated quiet 
warmth, engagement, and hope — tempered 
by the realism of having seen your vocation 
undervalued, undermined, and under attack 
by the government for decades. 

I came away from this impromptu con- 
versation feeling three things: (1) deep ad- 
miration for the spirit of old-fashioned liber- 
alism that prevailed in these two strangers, 
whom I now thought of, however wishfully, 
as friends, (2) surprised by how seldom one 
encounters reasonable, kind, warm, aware 
humans like them in reporting about people 
who live outside the bubble, and (3) grati- 
tude for SIFF, without which I might never 
have found myself in line with these two in- 
spirational people. 

Unlike Without Name, I’ll probably never 
see them again, but they were the part of this 
year’s festival I’ll never forget. ■ 
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To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. 
Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 


GRAB BAG 

It was a split-second decision at my co-op that 
left me feeling worse than if I had dropped my 
phone. As I loaded my groceries on the belt, I 
realized I needed one more thing. I asked the 
checker to hang on and I'd run to get it. I offered 
the customer behind me to go ahead in line. This 
twenty- or thirtysomething only had a few items 
anyway. "Are you sure?" he said. "Yep, okay," I 
said and put my grocery bag on top of my stuff. 

It was one of those cute insulated ones with a 
Liberty print — super useful and one of a kind. I had 
a flash that maybe I should take it with me, but 
instead I took off. I came back and the bag wasn't 
there — because it was ripped off intentionally. I 
bet that dark-haired, average-looking shit knows 
where it is. This might sound like a lot of bougie 
whining, but I'm not going to stop being nice! 

— Anonymous 
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NEWS 



The Comeback? 

Mike McGinn Wants to 
“Keep Seattle,” Whatever That Means 

BY SYDNEY BROWNSTONE 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the third of six 
profiles of 2017 mayoral candidates we’ll he 
publishing before the Stranger Election Con- 
trol Board announces its endorsements. 

M ike McGinn is sweaty. He hiked 
to this little community gather- 
ing outside the Evans Pool in 
Green Lake, as he does everywhere else. On 
this particular Saturday morning, he’s for- 
gotten to take off his chain guard, a piece of 
string wrapped around his right pant leg. A 
woman points out that he still has it on, and 
he reaches down to untie it. 

“I forget, you know,” he says, thumbing the 
string like it’s a set of rosary beads. “I carry a 
jacket in my bag so Pm camera-ready.” 

A camera crew has arrived to interview the 
57-year-old third-time mayoral candidate and 
one-time former mayor. A dozen or so elderly 
Green Lake neighborhood activists hang 
around with signs that read “No to Privati- 
zation” and “Save Evans Pool.” They oppose 
a parks department suggestion to work with 
a nonprofit like the YMCA in order to repair 
and renovate the dilapidated community cen- 
ter. To critics of a public-private merger, the 
plan meant “privatization.” 

McGinn identified the Green Lake Com- 
munity Center as a pet issue when he first 
announced his run for mayor. If elected, he 
promises to prioritize keeping community 
centers publicly owned. And to do this, he 
would “thoroughly review our budgets to cut 
the cost of grandiose projects and save money 


in operations” before adding new taxes. 

Outside the Green Lake Community 
Center, McGinn’s promise to prioritize neigh- 
borhood issues before raising taxes is exactly 
what people want to hear. McGinn chitchats 
with a voter who worries about rising prop- 
erty taxes paying for downtown projects like 
the Waterfront Park rather than projects in 
his own neighborhood. McGinn defends the 
project while striking a conciliatory tone: 
“They need nice parks and nice streets, too. 
But you’re right, you’ve got to be fair and get 
the money out across the city,” he says. 

When McGinn first came on the job as 
mayor 2010, he faced a $70 million deficit and 
slashed costs accordingly. McGinn’s first bud- 
get proposed laying off 300 city employees, 
freezing police hiring, and raising parking 
rates. As a post-recession mayor dealing with 
the deficit, he also proposed reducing hours at 
several community centers — including Green 
Lake’s. At the same time, McGinn funded a 
$20 million renovation of the Rainier Beach 
Community Center, which he identified as an 
equity issue. 

Seven years later, outside a community cen- 
ter whose hours he once put on the chopping 
block, McGinn is proud of what he prioritized 
as mayor. Today, he thinks he’d be able to do a 
better job than Mayor Ed Murray in prioritiz- 
ing Seattleites’ needs. It’s a consistent theme 
I hear throughout my weekend with McGinn. 
Despite a lack of specific policy ideas, he says 
has the know-how to make everyone feel heard 
in a way that our current mayor does not. 


“Lots of times, people look at the race on 
a left-right spectrum,” McGinn explains to 
me. “But there’s another spectrum, how far 
or close to City Hall you are.” 

So where is McGinn on that spectrum? 

“I tend to do better with people the farther 
away they are from City Hall is my experi- 
ence,” he says. “And that is maybe one of the 
reasons I had some problems.” 

B ack in 2009, Stranger writers dedicated 
a four-part series to why Mike McGinn, 
then an underdog neighborhood organizer 
and former leader of the local Sierra Club 
chapter, should become Seattle’s new mayor. 

“Eventually, people of all demographics 
begin to see a man who possesses an un- 
usual, powerful quality,” Stranger associate 
editor Eli Sanders wrote. “It’s a quality that 
has nothing to do with well-defined policy 
positions — though he does have those — and 
everything to do with gooey matters like dis- 
position, idealism, and hope.” 

More white men ran for mayor back then 
(McGinn is the only serious candidate fitting 
that demographic this go-round), and they 
offered a narrower set of leftist options than 
today’s field. McGinn, a staunchly anti-tunnel, 
pro-light-rail candidate who promised a vision 
of a city that was more equitable for people 
of color and didn’t have to stick to the status 
quo of car-centric transportation policy, faced 
off against incumbent Greg Nickels and T- 
Mobile executive Joe Mallahan. An army of 
grassroots youth support plus the Stranger 
endorsement delivered McGinn a surprising 
win in the primaries. In the general election, 
McGinn swept up the youth vote and beat 
Mallahan by less than 2 percent. 

McGinn commanded a difficult first term 
marked by tension with a city council far 
more conservative than the current body. His 
critics called him ineffective, a charge his sup- 
porters resented in the context of a hostile 
city government. Also under his tenure: The 
Seattle Police Department entered a consent 
decree with the Department of Justice over 
use-of-force practices. As Stranger writer 
Dominic Holden summarized in a harsh post- 
mortem of his first term, McGinn “stood by 
haplessly with a lame police chief while Se- 
attle Police Department officers punched, 
kicked, shot, and killed racial minorities.” 

In 2013, McGinn ran for reelection and ap- 
pealed to younger, more diverse areas of the 
city in the primary, but ultimately lost to Ed 
Murray, a well-funded state legislator who 
ran on his ability to reach across the aisle and 
strike compromises. 

This year, McGinn declared his candidacy 
for mayor on April 17, 11 days after the Se- 
attle Times broke the news about three 
separate child sex-abuse allegations against 
Murray. He announced his run with a cryptic 
tweet that read, “Keep Seattle.” When asked 
what his puzzling campaign slogan actually 
means, McGinn says he doesn’t want to lose 
the people already in Seattle to rising prices 
and regressive taxes. “It’s becoming a rapidly 
different city if we don’t figure out how to 
change course,” he said. “We’re heading down 
the path of San Francisco.” 

It’s not exactly a slogan that stirs up the 
hope and idealism Stranger writers gushed 
over back in 2009. But even in a race with 
younger, more diverse, and bolder candidates, 
McGinn has loyal young supporters, includ- 
ing Hanna Brooks Olsen, a writer, marketing 



consultant, and cofounding editor of the politi- 
cal site Seattlish. 

“I don’t have a super-juicy reason for [sup- 
porting McGinn]. He’s someone I’ve known a 
long time,” Olsen tells me. “I think of him as a 
friend and a respected leader in the city, and 
I want to see what he can do under different 
(better) circumstances.” 

It’s important to remember city politics 
back in 2009 and 2010, Olsen says. “The council 
was much more centrist and mired in process, 
there was resistance to progressive policy, 
and sales- and property-tax revenue had both 
declined post-recession,” she explains. “With 
a more progressive council — one that’s actu- 
ally interested in tax reform, police reform, 
etc., I think he’d be a great leader.” 

McGinn tells me that he thinks of his first 
term as the city paying “tuition” for him to 
learn how to become a mayor. “I think I have 
the experience in working with different con- 
stituencies and in running government that 
I can advance an agenda further and faster 
than any other candidate in the race,” he says. 

Olsen agrees with that assessment. “I 
think he’s spent a lot of time observing the 
nuance of hyper-local politics in the last four 
years,” she says. “He’s basically been training 
to go at it again.” 




A t an organizing event for trans rights at 
SEIU headquarters on a Sunday morn- 
ing in Sodo, McGinn mingles with organizers 
and asks one of them how best to tweet about 
the event. After introductions, McGinn spends 
much of the first part of the event glued to his 
phone, trying to encapsulate his support for 
the trans community in 140 characters or less. 

An organizer recognizes him and smiles: 
“You were at my house!” 

McGinn has grown accustomed to being 
recognized. At a later event for Somali parents 
at the New Holly Gathering Hall south of Bea- 
con Hill, where McGinn wanders from table 
to table reintroducing himself, former deputy 
mayor Darryl Smith tells me that he still gets 
stopped in the grocery store in his South Se- 
attle neighborhood and told how much people 
prefer “the old mayor.” Smith tells me that one 
of the biggest accomplishments of McGinn’s 
term was bringing previously unheard voices 
into the political discussion. 

“We spent a lot of time in South Seattle 
building these relationships and making sure 
that they could actually reach out and be part 
of the conversation. That’s huge in a city like 
Seattle, where the immigrant populations 
continue to grow,” Smith says. 

Mohamad Egal, a volunteer with McGinn’s 
campaign, agrees. “He’s a man with enormous 
knowledge of diverse Seattle communities,” 
Egal says, adding that it was McGinn who 
established the Office of Immigrant and Refu- 
gee Affairs. 

But at the trans-rights organizing session, 
McGinn’s recognition comes with higher ex- 
pectations. Organizer Kaya Axelsson asks the 
room how many people they plan on bringing 
to the next event, and McGinn raises his hand 
at “three.” “Aw, you were mayor,” Axelsson 
responds. “You can do better than that!” 

Later, the organizer asks McGinn what else 
he’s going to do to rally support for the cause. 
He promises that he’s going to put out an “e- 
blast” and tweet about it. It’s an answer that 
receives a few nods from the young crowd. 

“You let me know what you want,” McGinn 
says. “I’m in.” ■ 
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Cannabis Cigars 

I Finally Tried One, and It Changed My Mind 

BY LESTER BLACK 


hen I read that a cigar filled 
with an ounce of weed and 
seven grams of hash was sold 
for $3,600 at the Seattle pot shop Diego Pelli- 
cer on its first day of business, I immediately 
thought: That’s some stupid shit. 

Why would anyone spend that kind of 
money on a blunt? I could buy a car for that 
amount. A five-figure weed cigar seems like 
the definition of wasteful opulence. It sound- 
ed like capitalist forces at their worst — one 
minute they’re profiting off the racist war on 
drugs, and the next minute they’re creating 
an artificial need for an expensive version of 
those once illegal drugs. 

Then I got to take a couple hits off one of 
these fancy cannabis cigars, and suddenly my 
mind was changed. 

My foray into fancy blunts was wholly un- 
intentional. I just happened in on a group of 
people sharing a weed cigar made by Leira, 
the same brand of that $3,600 blunt I had 
scoffed at. The cigar was at least three times 
fatter than any blunt I have ever rolled, yet 
taking even the biggest hit was effortlessly 
smooth. As we passed the cigar around a cir- 
cle, lazily puffing on it in the afternoon sun, I 
noticed the blunt was barely diminishing in 
size. In the time that an entire joint would be 
finished, this blunt hardly looked any smaller. 

I still think these cigars are opulent as 
hell, borderline ostentatious, and wholly 
out of my price range, but I’ve come to re- 
alize they’re also pretty interesting. Leira’s 
two cigar varieties sell for $100 and $420 — a 
steep discount on that crazy $3,600 version — 
and a couple other companies make even less 
expensive types. Something tells me these 
blunts are going to become a lot more popular 
at backyard barbecues and fancy parties. The 
ease with which they can be passed around 
make them one of the most comfortable ways 
to get a big group of people high. 

Unlike the blunts that have been a fa- 
vorite of stoners for years — which use the 
gutted tobacco wrap of cheap gas-station 
cigars — these cannabis cigars are wrapped 
in actual pot leaves. State law prohibits pot 
processors from mixing tobacco and cannabis 
together, so even if a producer wanted to sell 


traditional blunts, they would not be able to 
legally do so. And blunts have been falling out 
of favor with health-oriented modern stoners 
for a while anyways — Wiz Khalifa and Rick 
Ross don’t even smoke blunts anymore! 

The cannabis leaves are filled with 
ground-up weed, often with a cannabis con- 
centrate mixed in to give the cigar an extra 
THC punch. Leira uses exclusively pot from 
Gold Leaf, the top-shelf producer they share 
a building with. Leira makes two versions of 
their “cannagar” blunts: a “cannarillo” filled 
with four grams of flower and half a gram 
of rosin ($100), and a “corona” filled with 12 
grams of flower and three grams of rosin 
($420). Rosin is a type of solventless hash 
concentrate. 

Leira rolls its cigars around a skewer, 
which leaves a hole down the center of the ci- 
gar. This gives Leira’s blunts their distinctly 
smooth hit and that endless smoking experi- 
ence. “That helps keep it burning slow and 
also helps it burn smoothly,” according to Ar- 
iel Payopay, owner of Leira. “Our cannarillos 
will last around an hour, and I’ve heard our 
coronas have lasted up to six hours.” 

This is one of the reasons I think these 
cigars are going to become popular for rich 
stoners and their friends. Plus, cigars have 
an effortless cool factor about them. 

“There was always just blunts and joints 
and bongs, but nothing looked really classy, 
like for a wedding or something,” Payopay 
said. “When you’re all dressed up and smok- 
ing a joint, it doesn’t look as fancy.” 

Leira isn’t the only company making 
cannabis cigars in Washington. Prohibition 
Brands has a line of “La Cubana” weed cigars 
that are more affordable, usually around $30 a 
blunt. Seattle processer Sitka has a Sikar that 
occasionally pops up at shops around Seattle. 
Leira’s blunts can be found at Lux pot shops 
and Ruckus Recreational on Capitol Hill. 

Does the world really need another cat- 
egory of luxury drug products? Probably not. 
But anyone spending a lot on legal weed is 
also helping pay for state services — buying 
that $420 Leira corona means you’re giving 
the state $1 13 in tax revenue — so at least rich 
people are paying for their sins. ■ 
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A Racial Utopia on Beacon Hill 

How the New Transit-Oriented Plaza Is a Model for the Future of Seattle 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


T his Saturday, June 17, hundreds of 
people will be in the new plaza across 
the street from Beacon Hill Station. They will 
be the crowd overflowing from the seventh 
annual Block Party at the Station, which hap- 
pens on a small street, 16th Avenue South, 
on the west side of the historic building that 
houses El Centro de la Raza. The seventh 
party promises to be bigger and more def 
than the sixth, which was bigger and more def 
than the fifth. But the crowds who come for 
the party should come back when the event is 
over. Every day at Plaza Roberto Maestas is 
a block party, the kind that can happen only in 
an urban center. 

The Rapper on the Light Rail 

I’m heading south on a Link train. Night is 
falling on the city as the train rises from the 
ground and turns to the left on the elevated 
section of the line that runs into Beacon Hill 
TUnnel. The lights of the business district 
fall on the stadiums and manufacturing com- 
plexes of Sodo. The man sitting across me in 
the middle section of the 
car claims he is one of the 
top rappers in the 206. I 
have never heard of him. 

Where did he come from? 

He reads my thoughts 
from the expression on my 
face. He says: “You don’t 
believe me, huh? Let’s get 
off at the next stop, and I 
will show you.” The train 
arrives at Beacon Hill Station. An elevator lifts 
us to ground level. He looks at me and then 
looks to his right and says: “Let’s go there. I 
will download a beat and rap for you.” 

We walk to the cafe, the Station, which is 
closed at this time, 9 p.m., but its wi-fi is still on 
and available from the sidewalk. “What beat 
do you want me to rap to?” asks the rapper. I 
say, “Mobb Deep’s ‘Shook Ones Part 2.”’ It’s 
one of the greatest beats ever produced. It’s 
a 1990s beat, and the young rappers are not 
accustomed to the hard slam of that old “boom 


bap.” They have evolved during and adapted 
to the Atlanta “boom-boom” sonic environ- 
ments. “Shook Ones” will trip the brother up. 

But the rapper launches into heady, swirl- 
ing lines that rhyme, partially rhyme, and 
don’t rhyme at all. And because it all comes 
out of him so easily, he is able to play his lines 
like a horn instrument: speeding up, slowing 
down, going loud, going soft. Yes, this man can 
rap. But when he sees the 60 bus, he stops his 
performance and explains he has to bounce 
and will catch me another time. As I watch 
him dash across the street, I think to myself: 
That was the most perfect Station moment. 

El Centro de la Raza 

It was a beautiful birth. On October 11, 1972, 
activists connected with Seattle’s Latino 
community entered the abandoned Beacon 
Hill School, claimed it, and began making 
demands. Their occupation of the building 
was challenged not only by the system but 
by the winter, which was unusually cold. For 
the next three months, protests happened at 
the building and at City 
Hall. The mayor at the 
time was Wes Uhlman. 
He is famous for enter- 
ing power at the moment 
Boeing crashed and its 
work force was cut in half. 

These deep cuts hit 
the city’s entire economy 
hard. In fact, many of the 
activists who took over the 
empty school building came out of a program 
at South Seattle Community College that was 
cut due to the budget squeeze. After some 
resistance, the mayor and the city council de- 
cided to lease the property to the activists for 
a dollar a year. The founding members of the 
community center were not just Latino, how- 
ever. It was a rainbow movement formed by 
the Four Amigos: the black American Larry 
Gossett, the Asian Bob Santos, the Native 
American Bernie Whitebear, and, the leader 
of this episode, Latino Roberto Maestas. 


EVERY DAY AT 
PLAZA ROBERTO 
MAESTAS IS A 
BLOCK PARTY. 
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Plaza Roberto Maestas 

Miguel Maestas, the current housing and eco- 
nomic development director of El Centro de 
la Raza, explains that his organization decid- 
ed to build Plaza Roberto Maestas when, in 
2003, it learned that Sound Transit had plans 
to construct a light rail 
station on a vacant plot of 
land across the street from 
its historic building. The 
plot on which the subway 
station would rise is where the South China 
Restaurant on Beacon Avenue used to be. It 
had the most diverse bar in the city. The spirit 
of the Four Amigos has always been strong 
in this part of town. The transit-oriented 
project cost $45 million, was designed by the 
local architecture firm SMR Architects, has 
112 rental units for people making from 30 to 
80 percent of the area median income (which 
means if you earn 30 percent of the median in- 
come, you pay about $465 for a one-bedroom 
apartment — a market-rate studio apartment 


on Beacon Hill costs around $900 to $1,000). 
On the first day the apartments were made 
available to the public, more than 1,000 peo- 
ple applied. The 112 units were filled almost 
immediately. The waiting list is as good as 
eternal. Maestas calls the situation heart- 
breaking. There is nearly 
not enough affordable hous- 
ing in this city. 

In January 2017, the cafe 
the Station moved into a 
space on the southeast corner of the plaza. The 
cafe, which now serves wine and food, faces the 
light rail station and its four elevators, which 
transport transit people to one of the deepest 
subways in the United States. 

Luis Rodriguez, 

Owner of the Station 

I buy a cup of iced tea and meet the owner of 
the Station, Luis Rodriguez. He has to be one 
of the most fascinating figures in this city. He 
is a Mexican American businessman, a Black 
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Lives Matter activist, a supporter of radical 
leftist politics, and the founder of Seattle’s 
biggest local hiphop festival, the Block Party 
at the Station, which happens this weekend. 
He recently moved his business from across 
the street into Plaza Roberto Maestas. We 
leave the Station, make a left, pass a bank 
(Seattle Credit Union), an empty space 
(which I hear will become a Mexican restau- 
rant), and enter the plaza. 

It is 13,000 square feet and open to the 
public. It can hold 650 people. It has a num- 
ber of vendors under white tents selling food 
or fruit or sweet things like cupcakes. At the 
end of the plaza is the facade of the building 
that was occupied in the bad winter of 1972, 
and above it are rows of glass globes hang- 
ing from lengths of black wire. They sparkle 
in the summer light and sway in the breeze. 
The furniture is concrete slabs. There is also 

FOR LUIS 
RODRIGUEZ, 

THIS ART AND 
THE DIVERSITY 
OF THE RENTERS 
(MANY ARE NOT 
WHITE) ARE WHAT 
DISTINGUISHES 
THIS DEVELOPMENT 
FROM OTHERS. 


a stage. Luis explains to me that he want- 
ed to have a part of this year’s block party, 
which promises to be the best in its seven- 
year history, to happen here, but a number 
of difficulties relating to insurance are pre- 
venting this from happening. 

Luis also shows me the award-winning 
artwork — the tile mosaics of Native Ameri- 
cans, the Space Needle, ferries, the volcano, 
giant leaves, farm workers, flowers, brown 
bare feet, Latino mothers and children, 
totem poles, and, of course, the founding 
fathers of the center, the Four Amigos. For 
Luis, this art and the diversity of the renters 
(many are not white) are what distinguishes 
this development from others and makes it 
an organic expression of the radical action 
that happened here in 1972. 

Commemorating 
the First Revelation 

It is Saturday. I’m standing in front of a sign 
that reads Shark Bite Food. On the other 
side of this sign is an amiable Latino man 
preparing a plate of ceviche, Peru’s gift to 
the human senses. Shark Bite Food is open 
only on Fridays and Saturdays in the pla- 
za, which tonight is warm and breezy. The 
clouds in the sky are fluffy. The sun is setting 
on the city. A blast of people has just exited 
the train station’s elevators. My order is 
handed to me. It costs $10 and hits the spot. 
I eat it sitting on one of the concrete slabs. I 
look on my phone and learn that the London 
Bridge is under attack. The usual suspects 
on Twitter are blaming Islam, saying it is 
the religion of death. As I leave the plaza, I 
see women in hijabs carrying food and paper 
plates to the plaza’s community room (which 
can hold 500 people). They are tranquil in 
the dusky breeze. I ask one what event they 
are preparing for, and she tells me: “At the 
end of the day, we are going to share a meal. 
It’s Ramadan. Do you want to join us?” I 
explain that I have just eaten, thank her for 
the invitation, and walk to the station with 
the same breeziness as the twilight-colored 
clouds. ■ 
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My Father, the Charming Womanizer 

BY TRICIA ROMANO 


M y father weighed 67 pounds when he died, but that’s not 
how I remember him. I remember him in his prime. 


Every morning as he got ready for work, 
he would sing. He had a strong, steady bari- 
tone, unwavering and simple. He would stand 
in front of the mirror and pat Jovan Musk on 
his cheeks and sing, “I’m so handsome,” and 
wink at himself. He was only half-joking. 

His tan skin showed few creases, his short, 
curly ’fro had no hints of gray, even as he aged 
into his 40s. 

His morning routine was more elaborate 
than mine when I was a teenager. He’d get 
up, have coffee and a cigarette, and then take 
a shower. Until he cut back, he always accom- 
panied every action in his morning ritual with 
a cigarette. After he’d shaved, he would iron 
his dress shirt and smoke. He worked as a pit 
boss in a casino, so he had to wear a suit every 
day. It was when he’d finally finished dressing 
and had put on his cheap, robust cologne that 
he’d start singing. 

If I came into the room, he’d ask me, “Why 
am I so handsome?” I never had a response 
because I — like other children — could not un- 
derstand what made a parent attractive and 
preferred to think of them as sexless beings. 

I was in the minority, however. At one point, 
my father had three girlfriends at the same 
time, dating them all for several years without 
any of them knowing. “I’m soooo handsome." 

There was Christina, Geneva, Janet, Kim, 
Ling, Hong, and Terese, who had been my 
stepmother at one point. (I have changed most 
of the names to protect their privacy.) They 
were all beautiful, stylish, and out of his league. 

My mother, though, apparently wasn’t im- 
mediately convinced when she first met him. 
He was a short Italian man, only five-foot-eight. 
He wore pinky rings and tacky suits that were 
reminiscent of the Mafia, but were just what ev- 
eryone wore in Newark, New Jersey, where he 
was from. His broad face and stocky build made 
him seem heavier than he actually was. But 
my father didn’t let his shortcomings stop him. 
He’d come to the restaurant where my mother 
worked as a waitress and hit on her every day. 
Eventually, she caved. They married and moved 


to Las Vegas. She had me. They divorced less 
than seven years after they married. She died 
when I was 7 years old. 

My father’s charms worked on women — he 
had a crass sense of humor, was warm and 
funny, was emotionally distant and a little bit 
controlling. It was and is a magic formula for 
attracting beautiful, insecure women. 

Once, a woman he was dating called when 
I was on the other line talking to my best 
friend. I was 13, and when you’re that age, 
watching MTV and talking about made-up 
boyfriends (I wasn’t allowed to have an actual 
boyfriend) is of utmost importance. There are 
to be no interruptions. 

“Christina is on the phone.” Christina was 
a blonde, athletic type, different from the 
lusty Italians and Latin lovelies he preferred. 

“Okay,” he told me and turned to finish his 
conversation with Janet in the kitchen. Janet 
was dark haired and petite. She was my gym- 
nastics coach. In a rare sighting of one of my 
father’s dates, she had come over after practice. 

I went back to my room, and at the next 
commercial break, I realized the phone was 
off the hook. I went to the kitchen. “Christina 
is still on the phone.” 

“She’ll wait,” he said and turned his back. 

She did. 

They all did. He dated another one of my 
gymnastics coaches, Desiree. He dated our 
vivacious hairdresser, Chamarron. She was 
pretty in a trashy way, with long black hair 
and a bawdy sense of humor. She was tough 
and funny, she had a big personality — and I 
loved her. She sounded and dressed like she 
was from New York, but she’d really grown 
up somewhere boring like Ohio. She died a 
few years later from a brain tumor. It killed 
her in two months. 

He once tried to date Bobbie Jeanne, the 
daughter of the older woman we lived with 
in Las Vegas. Bobbie Jeanne was a flight at- 
tendant and had perfect handwriting, large 
brown eyes, and dark brown hair cut into a 
bob. She wore a necklace with a diamond 


pendant in the shape of a heart. She liked 
pink, frilly clothes and flowing, flowery dress- 
es. She spent an hour every morning putting 
on her face, even if she was just going to the 
grocery store. I looked up to her because 
she was everything I was not and every- 
thing I would never be. I was a tomboy and 
a gymnast with short, curly hair who played 
with Matchbox cars as often as I played with 
Barbies. I wasn’t allowed to wear dresses or 
makeup until I was teenager, and I was for- 
bidden to shave my legs until the last possible 
minute at 12 years old. Inexplicably, I’d be 
chided for not being feminine enough. 

Bobbie Jeanne and my father went on one 
date, but it didn’t work out. He blamed it on 
her being too uptight, but I knew 
she probably thought he wasn’t 
elegant enough and couldn’t af- 
ford her expensive taste. 

He didn’t bring the various 
women home, he didn’t introduce 
any of them to me, and he never 
told me about them. I’d figure it 
out based on the scraps of paper 
left by the nightstand in his room. 

He never entered the numbers 
into his address book, maybe 
because he knew he’d only keep 
them around until they became too demanding 
of him. Geneva, though, won a coveted spot on 
the mirror. She was the most beautiful, and she 
looked a little bit like my mother — with thick 
dark hair that billowed away from her face and 
large, overwhelming eyes and coconut creme 
skin. But she was too hot for him. He couldn’t 
tell her what to do. He didn’t like that. 

As he got older, his taste in women changed. 
He stopped dating American women and dated 
only Asian immigrant women he met at the 
casinos where he worked. Maybe then- petite 
stature made him feel big and tall even though 
he was short. Many white men also buy into 
the stereotype that Asian women are subser- 
vient and can be controlled. If he bought into 
that, he found out he was wrong the hard way. 

My father’s girlfriends all seemed to be 
rich in their home countries, but they were 
the black sheep of their families so they didn’t 


have access to any of the money. One, the 
improbably named Sugar, purportedly was a 
princess in Thailand. 

Later, in his late 50s, he married a perky, 
stylish woman who was supposedly related to 
the family that owned a large technology cor- 
poration, but she was estranged from them. 
Her husband had died suddenly, leaving her 
his generous pension. The money was mysteri- 
ously gone — they did live in Las Vegas after all. 

I went to visit them once. I wanted to go 
down the street to the casino where he worked 
and get a drink with his wife. My father stood 
in my teenage bedroom, which was now bare 
of furniture, and stated plainly that his wife 
would not be going out with me. He talked for 
her. “She’s not going anywhere. She’s tired. 
She worked all day.” She stood next to him, 
an uncomfortable smile pinched on her face. I 
yelled that she was a grown woman and could 
probably make her own decisions. 

We ended up going for a drink, and she did 
what many women do in emotionally abusive 
relationships — she made excuses for him. 
“He doesn’t mean anything by it. He’s just 
protective. It’s okay.” 

I wondered what there was to love about 
this man, why they all adored him and ac- 
quiesced to everything he said. I wondered 
if he’d ever understand that in spite of him- 
self, he’d created the exact type of woman he 
didn’t want to date: an independent, strong- 
headed person who could support herself and 
had her own thoughts and dreams and ideas. 

I saw my father in my first and only seri- 
ous boyfriend, a guy in my early 20s I’ll call 
Tom. I mistook Tom’s controlling possessive- 
ness to be a sign of his deep affection for me. 
He grabbed my hand in public, declared us 
to be boyfriend and girlfriend on the second 
date, and once stalked me when I went out 
with a girlfriend, following us to the club and 
waiting for me outside the apartment, crying. 
When my father and Tom finally met, sit- 
ting side by side in a depressing hotel room, 
chain-smoking and eyeing each other warily, I 
realized they were the same person. 

When I was a teenager, he would tell me: 
No one will ever love you. You are too hard. 

He also told me: Don’t trust men. They all 
want one thing. Even the nice guys. Especial- 
ly the nice guys. 

In 2003, my father died six months after hav- 
ing a heart attack and a pulmonary embolism. 
He’d had complications from the surgery to put 
in his pacemaker and had 
gone off the medications to 
treat his depression. He fell 
into a stubborn funk, unable 
or unwilling to dig himself 
out. He stopped eating, 
stopped trying, stopped car- 
ing. He essentially starved 
himself to death. 

But about a year before 
his heart attack, I was fly- 
ing from New York to Los 
Angeles and had a three- 
hour layover in Las Vegas. To my surprise, 
he took off work and we met up for a coffee 
and lunch at the airport. For once, we didn’t 
argue. He’d gotten divorced. He asked me if 
I was dating, and I said, “Are you kidding?” 
For once, we agreed on something: “Me, too. 
It’s hard,” he said. He said he felt better than 
he ever had, working out every day, lifting 
weights, riding his bike. 

For the first time, I could sense his mortal- 
ity. He’d perpetually looked 35, but that day, he 
actually looked 59. 1 could see the age spots on 
his scalp near his slightly receding hairline. His 
hail' had gone almost completely silver. He was 
skinnier than usual, and his glasses were too big 
for his face. He seemed tired, defeated by the 
recent events in his life, and he didn’t want to 
fight. I gave him a hug good-bye. I could smell a 
whiff of Jovan Musk. He was still my father. He 
was still so handsome. ■ 


In spite of 
himself, he’d 
created the 
exact type 
of woman he 
didn’t want 
to date. 
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flic Stranger 

The Stranger is seeking a Digital Ad Operations Coordinator to support 
our busy sales department in a deadline-driven environment. 

The ideal candidate is organized, focused, fast and accurate, has strong 
analytical and problem solving abilities and is an excellent communicator. 
Sense of urgency and understanding the importance of clients' needs a 
must. 

Responsibilities include but are not limited to: 

• Building digital advertising campaigns. 

• Creating reports for sales reps and Stranger clients. 

• Assisting sales reps with creating digital campaigns. 

• Entering, tagging and tracking of all digital ads for the team. 

• Managing third party campaigns and affiliate programs. 

• Managing Woobox entries, Tweets, newsletters and dedicated 
e-blasts for the team. 

Qualifications: 

• Hands on experience in digital marketing and digital display 
advertising. 

• Strong Excel skills. 

• High comfort level with entering, processing and reporting on data. 

• Efficient self-starter with ability to complete projects independently. 

• Experience with DFP and Google Analytics preferred. 

This is a full time, on-site position based out of our Seattle office. The 
Stranger offers a competitive salary, great work environment and excellent 
benefits (medical, dental, vision, Simple IRA, paid sick and vacation time). 


For consideration, applicants should email their resume, cover letter, and 
salary requirements to adops@thestranger.com or mail them to: 

The Stranger, 1535 11th Avenue, Third Floor, Seattle, WA 98122, 
Attn: Ad Ops position. 

No phone calls or drop-ins please. 
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HUMP 2017 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

HUMP! once again invites amateur filmmakers, porn stars, porn-star 
wannabes, hotties, kinksters, regular folks, and all other creative types 
to make short porn films— five minutes max— for HUMP! 2017. HUMP! 
2017 films can be hardcore, softcore, live action, animated, kinky, 
vanilla, straight, gay, lez, bi, trans, genderqueer— anything goes at 
HUMP! (Well, almost anything: No poop, no animals, no minors.) 
HUMP! films are not released online or in any other form. Filmmakers 
retain all rights. Appearing in a film for HUMP! means getting to be a 
porn star in a movie theatre at HUMP! —not on the internet. 

EXTRA CREDIT : PLANNED PARENTHOOD T-SHIRT, 
THE STATUE OF LIBERTY, PING PONG BALLS 

$15,000 IN CASH PRIZES including: 

$2,000 FIRST PLACE, $1,000 RUNNER UP, 
$1,000 JURY AWARD, $5,000 BEST IN SHOW 

HUMP IS HAPPENING THIS FALL 
in SEATTLE, PORTLAND & OLYMPIA 

ALL HUMP! SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE 

SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2017 by 3PM 


MORE DETAILS AT 

HUMPFILMFEST.COM/SUBMIT 





ENTEfiTAtHSftS 

WAIT STAFF A SECURITY 


C a SINRCCK 

THE EXPERIENCE 

VIP DANCE 

DAILY SPECIALS 

FREE COVER 
FOR MILITARY 



206 SW 16TH ST. RENTON, V/A. 96057 
425.255.3110 

OPEN 2**t2*m MON iu FRI 
6*i-2** SAT SUN 


ANCHORAGE SEATTLE / RENTON FAIRBANKS PORTLAND 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Virgin Territory by dan savage 


I’m almost 30 and I’m a virgin. I’m an over- 
weight, straight-ish guy (I’m. attracted to a few 
men, but those cases are exceedingly rare). I’ve 
also gone through an absolute hell life thus far, 
losing a testicle to cancer and having an abusive 
father who threatened a teenage me into celi- 
bacy by invoking the phrase “penile lobotomy" 
should I have sex with any 
girlfriends. I’ve barely dated 
in 10 years, and while I’m 
free from my father and the 
aforementioned mortal dick 
terror, I’m also INCREDIBLY 
scared about putting myself 
out there. I’m disabled. I’m 
not conventionally attractive 
by most standards, my whole 
zone down there is scarred 
up from, surgeries, and, to 
top it all off. I’m. on the small 
side. The last time I had the 
opportunity for sex, I went 
for it, but. I was so terrified 
that I couldn’t keep it up. The 
woman I was with said something to the effect 
of “Well, I can’t, do anything with that, now can 
I?” after which I asked her to leave because, seri- 
ously, that’s kind of an asshole thing to say. I’m 
notionally on Tinder and Bumble, but I really 
don’t know what I’m doing — and more often 
than not, I feel like the right thing for any theo- 
retical partners would be for me to just stay in 
hiding and not inflict my grotesque presence 
on them. I’m scared of another humiliation, as 
that’s most definitely not my kink, and I’m. at an 
age where my complete lack of experience and 
physical deformity are (I woidd have to imag- 
ine) major issues for anyone I might encounter. I 
truly want ro mance, sexuality, and companion- 
ship in my life. I haven’t fought through poverty, 
disability, physical and emotional abuse, and 
my genitalia trying to kill me to stay entombed 
in my office alone, and unloved.. I just do not 
kno w where to even begin. 

The Virgin Who’s Been Fucked A Whole 
Lot Just Never In The Good Way 

Off the top of my head. . . 

Hire a sex worker. It will allow you to sepa- 
rate your anxieties about finding romance and 
companionship from your anxieties about being 
sexually inexperienced. A kind, indulgent, compe- 
tent sex worker can relieve you of your virginity 
and help restore — or instill — confidence in your 
dick’s ability to get and stay hard in the pres- 
ence of another human being. Be totally honest 
about your inexperience and your concerns. If 
you get the sense during negotiations — which 
should be brief and to the point — that the woman 
you’re talking to is impatient or uncaring, thank 
her for her time and start over. There are kind, 
caring, compassionate sex workers out there. 
Presumably you’ve got a computer in your office, 
TVWBFAWLJNITGW. Use it to find one. 

Get out of the house. Go places, do things — as 
much as your disability and budget allow. Even 
if you have to go alone, go. Even if the things 
you want to do are unlikely to put you in front of 
many/any women, do those things. You’re likelier 
to meet someone if you’re out of the house and 
moving through the world. Even if you don’t meet 
someone right away, you’ll feel less isolated and 
less alone. Even if you never meet someone (I’m 
not sugarcoating things — some people don’t), 
going places and doing things means you’ll have 
a rich and full and active life regardless. 

You’re not alone. Okay, you’re alone — but 
you’re not alone alone. Meaning, there are 
women (and men) out there who feel just as 
paralyzed as you do — because they’re 30-year- 
old-or-older virgins, because they’re not 
conventionally attractive, because their first/ 
only sexual experiences were just as humiliat- 
ing, because they had traumatic childhoods and 
bear emotional scars. You want a woman to come 
into your life who is patient and accepting and 
kind and willing to look past your disability and 
your inexperience and your difficult history. Be 


patient, accepting, kind, and similarly willing. 

Get over those scars. I had a boyfriend a long 
time ago who had significant scarring on his balls 
and taint. He was a farm boy (sigh), and he fell on 
a piece of farm machinery and wound up strad- 
dling a scalding-hot pipe. I don’t know how that 
worked exactly, because I don’t know from farm 
machinery, but the pipe burned 
through his jeans and left third- 
degree burns on his balls, taint, 
and upper-upper thigh. Ten 
years later, we started going 
out — and guess what? I didn’t 
notice his scars. And not for 
want of opportunity: He was 
my first serious boyfriend, 
and I spent the better part of 
three months with my face in 
his crotch. The scars that were 
so obvious to him and left him 
feeling self-conscious about his 
genitals? They were invisible 
to me until he needlessly apolo- 
gized for them. Genitals are 
a jumble of flesh and folds and hairs and colors 
and bits and pieces and sometimes scars, TVWB- 
FAWLJNITGW. If you’re worried your scarring 
is noticeable, mention that you’re a cancer survivor 
and lost a ball but gained a sick (as in cool) scar. 

Good luck, TVWBFAWLJNITGW. We’re 
rooting for you. 

Your a faggot. 

Women Obsess Real Men 

Your new here, WORM, aren’t you? 

I’m a straight woman, and I’ve been dating my 
boyfr iend for about eight months. We have a 
wonderful relationship and amazing sex. There’s 
one thing he does in the bedroom, however, that 
I find off-putting and I was hoping you. might be 
able to provide some insight. About 25 percent of 
the time after he ejaculates, he briefly licks some 
of his come off his fingers. This kind of creeps me 
out. I’ve been with more than a few dudes, so I 
obviously understand that a woman eating their 
come is a common turn-on, but this is my first, 
experience with this particular incarnation. At, 
first I was worried my aversion might, be rooted 
in so?ne deeply buried homophobic beliefs, but 
we’ve discussed the idea of me pegging him, and 
that I can get behind. I think it’s more that this 
smacks of a certain egotism I find frivolous. 
Like, I wouldn’t go around shoving my fingers 
inside my pussy and rubbing the results all 
over my face. Typically we’re able to discuss 
any kind of conflict or confusion that arises 
between us, but this one seems tough to broach 
for me. Three questions: How common is this? 
Do I need to just, get over it or should I try to 
talk to him ■ about it? Would most guys suck 
their own dick if they were able? 

Yearning Understanding Concerning Kink 

1. It’s not common, YUCK, but it’s not unheard 
of, either. Maybe your boyfriend grew up with 
sex-phobic parents who blew up at the sight of 
a crusty sock — so he opted to destroy the evi- 
dence by eating it and developed a taste for it. 
Maybe he thinks his semen contains powerful 
woo-hoo-y masculine energy and wishes to 
retain some of it. Maybe he had a girlfriend who 
thought it was hot to see him eat his come and 
he (wrongly) assumes it’s a turn-on for you, too. 

2. Yes, you need to get over it and, yes, you 
should ask him about it. The former almost cer- 
tainly requires the latter. 

3. Every man on earth tries, a select few 
succeed, and we all would if we could. Even my 
new friend WORM. ■ 


On the Lovecast, advice from a dominatrix on 
kinky parties: savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
ITMFA.org 



JOE NEWTON 



206 . 866.2009 

1 . 877 . 510.3344 


SEX OFFENDER 
REGISTRATION 
GOT YOU DOWN? 

We may be able to help to 
remove that requirement. 

The Meryhew Law Group, PLLC 

( 206 ) 264-1590 

www.meryhewlaw.com 
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LANGDON COOK 

Thursday, June 22 
7:30 pm 

Third Place Books 
Seward Park 

5041 Wilson Ave S. Seattle 


THIRD PLACE BOOKS 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
atstrangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD Stranger Things To Do 



JOHN ULMAN 


PERFORMANCE 


Lydia 


DON'T MISS 


1 1 am pleased to be one more 
critic acclaiming Octavio Solis's Lydia, a 
Mexican American border ballad about a 
family screaming and beating and nearly 
blowing itself up as everyone slowly discovers 
the tangled (and incestuous!) roots of their 
dysfunction. Lots of credit is due to the poetry 
of Solis's dialogue and monologues. But the 
incredible cast, under the direction of Sheila 
Daniels, deserves just as much credit. It's rare 
to see a cast as cohesive as this one — they 
could have produced this thing in a tin can, 
and they still would have had the audience 
crying weird tears. (Strawberry Theatre Work- 
shop at 12th Avenue Arts, Thurs-Sat & Mon, 
7:30 pm, $36, through June 24) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 


Barbecue: Langston Hughes Performing 
Arts Institute, Wed-Sat, 7:30 pm, Sun, 2 pm, 
$20-$50, through June 25 
Cabaret: Paramount Theatre, Wed-Sun & 
Tues, $30+, through June 25 
Dreamgirls: Village Theatre, Issaquah, Wed- 
Sun, $50-$78, through July 2 


Here Lies Love: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
Wed-Sun, $93-$103, through June 18 
(Im)pulse: Seattle Repertory Theatre, Thurs- 
Sun, $42, through July 2 
Into the Deeps: Theatre Off Jackson, Thurs- 
Sat, $20/$25, through June 17 
Lost Falls: Nordo's Culinarium, Wed-Sat, 8 
pm, Sun, 6:30 pm, $67-$105, through June 25 
NW New Works Festival 2017: On the 
Boards, Fri-Sun, $16-$34, through June 18 
Outer Rim: An Improvised Space 
Western: Unexpected Productions' Market 
Theater, Fri-Sat, 8:30 pm, $12-$ 15, through 
June 17 

The Realistic Joneses: 12th Avenue Arts, 
Thurs-Sun, $5-$35, through July 1 
Romy and Michele's High School 
Reunion: The 5th Avenue Theatre, Tues-Sun, 
$29-$ 1 2 1 , through July 2 
Sandbox Radio presents A New Leaf: 
Town Hall, Mon June 19, 7:30 pm, $18-$25 
Seattle International Dance Festival: 
Various locations, June 15-25, $1 8-$1 25 
SH*T GOLD: Founders Theater, Mon June 
19, 10 pm, free 

Suicide Girls: Blackheart Burlesque: 

Showbox, Wed June 14, 9 pm, $26.75-$55 

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street: ArtsWest, Thurs-Sat, 7:30 pm. 


Sun, 3 pm, $19-$39.50, through July 1 

Tricked: A Mostly Male Burlesque Show: 

The Conservatory, Fri June 16, 8 pm, $20/$35 

Welcome to Braggsville: Book-lt Repertory 
Theatre, Wed-Sat, 7:30 pm, Sat-Sun, 2 pm, 
$15-$50, through July 2 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Some Like It Hot 


DON'T MISS 


| This is one of the greatest 
comedies in human history. Tony Curtis and 
Jack Lemmon play two Chicago jazz musi- 
cians who witness a gang shooting and end 
up on the run from the mob. Disguised as 
women, they join an all-woman band and 
head down to sunny Florida to perform at 
a seaside resort. A very voluptuous Marilyn 
Monroe, who plays a shy and alcoholic sing- 
er, manages to do what she has always done 
best: look highly attractive without being 
unapproachable. I have watched this movie 
a million times, and I still can't help but split 
into laughter when Tony Curtis pretends to 
be a playboy millionaire with a broken heart. 
Pure genius. (Pacific Place, Wed June 14, 2 & 


7 pm, $13; Varsity Theatre, Wed June 14, 

7 pm, $11) CHARLES MUDEDE 

We also recommend... 

All Eyez on Me: Wide release, opens Thurs 
June 15 

At The End of the Tunnel: SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, Fri June 16, 6:30 pm, $14 
Awake, A Dream from Standing Rock: 

Northwest Film Forum, Sun June 18, 5 pm, 
$12 

Becoming Who I Was: SIFF Cinema Up- 
town, Sat June 17, 4 pm, $14 
Dark Lodge: The Man Who Fell to Earth: 
Remixed!: Ark Lodge Cinema, Thurs June 
15, 8-11 pm, $15 

Deconstructing the Beatles' Rubber 
Soul: SIFF Film Center, opens June 16 
Lane 1974: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sat June 
17, 6:30 pm, $14 

Last Men in Aleppo: Northwest Film 
Forum, Thurs June 15, 8 pm, $12, through 
June 22 

MILK with Activist Cleve Jones: SIFF Cin- 
ema Egyptian, Sun June 18, 7 pm, $10 
The Paris Opera: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Mon 
June 19, 7 pm, $14 

PrideFest Film Festival: Northwest Film 

Continued ► 
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Solstice Parade 
Beer Gar deni 

*Sunshine and music 

*Delfino’s Chicago Style 
Pizza Truck 

*Open 11am *Must be 21 


Near the Center of the Universe 
at the Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N. 
206-547-2967 


Free Pool 
Quiz Night, 8pm 
Football on Telly! 

j 2 nd Monday of the Month: 

Book Exchange, Happy Hour til 9pm! 


HAPPY HOUR 

SUIM: 8 P-2 A 

MON 3P-7P & 10-CLOSE 
TUE-FRI: 3P-7P 

Cocktails, Fine Ales & Great Food 


Seattle’s British Pub since 1995 

206 l\l. 36th St. Fremont 
georgeanddragonpub.com 


HAPPY HOUR 3 pm - 6 pm daily 
BRUNCH / LUNCH 11 am - 3 pm daily 

DINNER Sunday - thursday 4 pm - 10 pm 
friday & Saturday 4 pm - 11 pm 




FREMONT NEIGHBORHOOD 

elcaminorestaurant.com (206) 632-7303 


Joints 


FjNh ! jgfs B ill! 

normally $24 normally $45 

0.5g kief kissed joints from Walden Farm Four strains from Pacific NW Growers Six strains from Walden Farm 

Limit one pack of joints and one 3.5g bag of flower OR one ounce per person, per day while supplies last. 



$2 


a 


Ounces dj"1 OQ 


ffewiput JWjMPf fo l$t Ice 

Two Year Anniversary Celebration Sale 





Recreational Cannabis 


Sale begins 10AM Solstice Parade Saturday, June 17th. 

OPEN EVERY DAY 10AM -11PM 


G ROWERS 


3831 STONE WAY N, SEATTLE WA 981 03 
Specials, menu & more at www.ozseattle.com 


Close to Green Lake, Fremont Troll & Gasworks Park 
Huge selection, great prices & knowledgeable staff 
Dog and bike friendly 

ATMs with only 50 cent fee _ _ _ 

O^PoZSeattle ■■Leafly OZ. Recreational Cannabis 

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption 
of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. WAC 31 4-55-1 55 
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TIGS 10 DO ARM CULTURE 


Forum, June 17-18, free 
Wonder Woman: Various locations 

Complete listings at thestranger.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Dine with Pride 


9:30 pm, $20-$60) MATT BAUME 

We also recommend... 

The Kinsey Sicks: Things You Shouldn't 
Say: Triple Door, Sun June 18, 7:30 pm, 
$30-$40 

Complete listings at thestranger.com/pride 


DON'T MISS 


| Pride weekend is just over 
the horizon, folks, which means it's time for 
people to slap a rainbow flag on things they 
want to sell you. This lovely dining special, 
however, is not that. The Pride Founda- 
tion, which puts on the annual parade, has 
partnered with a bunch of awesome local 
restaurants to do a Dine Around-style prix- 
fixe special, with all proceeds going toward 
that big, crazy, festive parade we all love so 
much but rarely want to pay for. This two- 
birds-with-one-stone solution solves that 
problem, because we always want to eat 
delicious food from places like Pettirosso, 
Outlier, and Taylor Shellfish. Restaurants 
offer a $1 5, $25, or $35 option, depending 
on what fits their style, and the money goes 
to making sure that, come Sunday, June 
25, your streets will be filled with marching 
drag queens, dykes on bikes, and all manner 
of other LGBTQ people whose loudly pro- 
claimed existence makes stodgy Republican 
dudes and closeted bros go into a tizzy 
and start mumbling about "straight pride 
parades." (Various locations, $1 5/$25/$35, 
through June 25) TOBIAS COUGHLIN- 
BOGUE 

We recommend... 


READINGS & TALKS 


Sherman Alexie: 
You Don't Have to 
Say You Love Me 


DON'T MISS 


j When Sherman Alexie received 
the news of his mom's death, he collapsed 
with grief. "But to tell the difficult truth," he 
writes in a chapter from his new memoir, You 
Don't Have to Say You Love Me, "I also col- 
lapsed with relief." The literary titan and 
consummate, multidisciplinary entertainer 
brings every one of his considerable talents 
to bear in this poetic and candid portrait of 
his "beautiful, mercurial, abusive, intelligent, 
and complicated" mother and his own career. 
I'm only halfway through it at the moment, 
but it's clear to me that the book — part prose, 
part poetry, all humor and pain and historical 
anguish — will go down as one of the world's 
great elegies. (Town Hall, Wed June 14, 

7:30 pm, $5, on standby) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 


Alaska Herring Week: Various locations, 
June 19-25 

Bastille Cafe & Bar Rooftop Dinner 

Series: Bastille Cafe Bar, Mon-Tues, 5:45 pm, 
$165, through Sept 19 

Happy Hour Food Walk: Chinatown-Inter- 
national District, Thurs June 1 5, 4-7 pm, free 
Little Saigon Food & Cooks Tour: China- 
town-International District, Fri June 16, 11 
am-1 :30 pm, $65 

Rose All Day Saturdays: Sorrento Flotel, 
Sat, free, through Aug 26 
Summer Punch Mixology Class with 
Bartender Matt: E. Smith Mercantile, Thurs 
June 15, 7 pm, $75 

Washington Brewers' Festival 2017: 

Marymoor Park, Redmond, June 16-18, 
$30/$35 

W Seattle: Everything's Coming up 
Rose: W Seattle, Thurs June 1 5, 6-9 pm, $85 
Yellowtail Filleting Show: Ten Sushi, 

Thurs June 15, 6-9:30 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Peaches Christ: 
9 to 5 Inches 


DON'T MISS 


| To be honest, I'm a little ner- 
vous to learn that Peaches Christ, Fleklina, 
BenDeLaCreme, and Pandora Boxx are all 
starring in a drag version of 9 to 5. Like ad- 
ministration officials at a State of the Union 
address, should any wig-related disaster 
befall the venue, we stand to lose some 
of the most vital comedy-queens currently 
appearing on stage. And oh dear, they're 
joined by Isabella Extynn, Tipsy Rose Lee, 
Fraya Love, the invincible Sparkle Leigh, and 
many more — all of our local favorites in one 
place! It's going to be all hands on deck for 
this production, but then again, nobody said 
it would be easy to smash the patriarchy. 
(SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Thurs June 15, 7 and 


Al Franken: Giant of the Senate: Town 
Hall, Fri June 16, 7:30 pm, $5, standby 
Bloomsday Reading of James Joyce's 
Ulysses: Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum, Fri 
June 16, 7:30 pm, $10 

Brady Walkinshaw and Bill Ruckelshaus: 
The Trump Challenge to Environmental- 
ism: Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum, Thurs 
June 15, 5:30 pm, $10 

Eddie Izzard: Believe Me: Moore Theatre, 

Tues June 20, 7 pm, $50-$60 

Jacques Rancourt and E. J. Koh: Open 

Books, Fri June 16, 7-9 pm, free 

Kei Miller: Augustown: Elliott Bay Book 

Company, Wed June 14, 7 pm, free 

Lit Fix 18: Anniversary Remix: Chop Suey, 

Wed June 14, 7-9 pm, $5 

MK Czerwiec: Taking Turns: Elliott Bay 

Book Company, Sun June 18, 3 pm, free 

Seattle Moth GrandSLAM: Town Hall, 

Tues June 20, 8 pm, $25 
Pundamonium: Pun Slam Competition: 
Peddler Brewing Company, Wed June 14, 
7:30 pm, $6 

Race, Identity and Culture in the Pacific 
Northwest: Seattle Art Museum, Fri June 
16, 12-2 pm, free 

Stop That Plane! Challenging the Travel 
Ban: Sheraton Hotel, Wed June 14, 11 am, 
$50+ 

Town Hall Ed and The Seattle Times 
Education Lab present #EducationSoW- 
hite: Town Hall, Thurs June 15, 7:30 pm, $5 
Transit Talks: Moments in Motion: Ren- 
dezvous, Thurs June 15, 6-8 pm, $5 
Writers & Poets of Washington State: 
Gary Copeland Lilley, Ann Tweedy, Shar- 
ma Shields & Erin Pringle: Hugo House 
First Hill, Thurs June 1 5, 7-9 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

Continued ► 


S®ELS0Q@S8 


Open @9am for Solstice 


Enjoy 

breakfast, lunch 
& dinner here. 



460 North 36th St. 

In the Heart of Fremont 


206'547'1417 



H i 


petapoluza 

PET SUPPLY & GROOMING 


HIGH QUALITY 
HOLISTIC PET PRODUCTS 



ANY PURCHASE OF 
$30 OR MORE 

Not valid with other offers. Expires 9/1/17. 

50% oiF 

SELF-SERVE 

GROOMING STATION 

Not valid with other offers. Expires 9/1/17. 


1 1 4 N 36TH ST | FREMONT 
206.632.4567 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 10AM-9PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1 0AM -8PM 
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JUNE 8 - JULY 2, 2017 



THE 5TH AVENUE THEATRE - THE MAHON'S LEADING MUSbCAt THEATER 

(206)625-1900 WWWJTHAVENUE.ORG 
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 


ART 


Damien Davis & 
C. Davida Ingram 
in Conversation 


DON'T MISS 


Brooklyn-based artist Damien 
Davis explores representations of Black- 
ness by unpacking the ways issues of race 
have historically been coded in design and 
the digital realm. For this conversation 
moderated by METHOD gallery cofounder 
Mary Cross, Davis will enter into dialogue 
with Seattle artist and Stranger Genius 
Award winner C. Davida Ingram about the 
commonalities in both artists' practices: 
using storytelling, identity, and the collab- 
orative process to illuminate the multifac- 
eted ways in which images of Blackness 
surface in contemporary art, touching on 
how art can play an empowering role in 
creating a culture of social justice. (North- 
west African American Museum, Sat June 
17, 11 am-1 pm, free) EMILY POTHAST 


We also recommend... 


Adrien Leavitt: Queer Feelings: Vermil- 
lion, Tues-Sun, free, through July 8 
African Renaissances: Seattle Art Mu- 
seum, Wed-Sun, $25, through July 16 
And Not Or: Hedreen Gallery, Wed-Fri, 
free, through Aug 12 
Angelica Maria Millan Lozano and 
Sofia Cordova: Thrown: Bridge Produc- 
tions, Thurs-Sat, free, through July 1 
Christopher Buening: New Work (Guer- 
rilla Ceramica): SOIL, Thurs-Sun, free, 
through June 30 

iCuidado! The Help: Greg Kucera Gallery, 
Tues-Sat, free, through July 15 
Daniel Minter Reception and Talk: A 
Layered Narrative: Northwest African 
American Museum, Thurs June 1 5, 6-8 pm, 
$7 

Ethan Murrow: The Cowboy: Winston 
Wachter Fine Art, Mon-Sat, free, through 
June 20 

From Which We Rise: The Alice, Sat June 
19, 12-7 pm, free 

Gaylen Hansen: New and Select Work 
from the Past: Linda Hodges Gallery, 
Tues-Sat, free, through July 1 
Inye Wokoma: An Elegant Utility: 
Northwest African American Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $7, through July 27 
Jason T Miles: Lightning Snake: Fan- 
tagraphics Bookstore and Gallery, free, 
through July 5 

Kathy Liao: Lingering Presence: 

Prographica / KDR, Tues-Sat, free, through 
July 1 

Marimekko, With Love: Nordic Heritage 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $8, through July 9 
Mwangi Hutter: Falling in Love, 

Again.: Mariane Ibrahim Gallery, Wed-Sat, 
free, through July 21 

Paul Komada: Monument In Memory: 
Abstract Alaskan Way: 4Culture, Mon- 
Fri, free, through June 29 
Rene Almanza, Isauro Huizar, and 
Alexis Mata (Ciler): Vessel: Three View- 
points From Contemporary Mexico: 
SOIL, Thurs-Sun, free, through July 1 
Robert Hardgrave: Pulp: Studio E Gallery, 
Fri-Sat, 1-6 pm, free, through June 17 
SAM Gallery: Ryan Molenkamp: Wash- 
ington State Convention & Trade Center, 
free, through Aug 15 
Singularity Now: ArtXchange, Tues-Sat, 
free, through June 24 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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OFFICIAL AIRLINE 
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Nectar Lounge 
412 N 36th St 
206.632.2020 
www.nectarlounge.com 


6.14 Wednesday (Reqqae) 

TARRUS RILEY 

Dean Fraser & The Blacksoil Band, 
Zions Gate Sound 


6.15 &16 Thursday&Friday (Jazz/Funk) 

THE GREYBOY ALLSTARS 

( 2 NIGHTS! ) 

OG McTuff, Skerik 


6.17 Saturday (Solstice Celebration) 

DOPAPOD 

High Cloud Cover, Brass Monkeys, 
DJ Chilly, DJ Harsh 


6.20 Tuesday (Reggae) 

THE SKINTS 

Power Laces, Jonny Sonic 


6.21 Wednesday (Blues/Funk) 

JOHN NEMETH 

"Feelin' Freaky" Album Release 


6.22 Thursday (Afro Latin Funk) 

JUNGLE FIRE 
& SNUG HARBOR 

DJ Chilly (KEXP) 


6.23 Friday (Reggae) 

EASY STAR ALL-STARS 

The Georgetown Orbits, Valley Green 


6.24 Saturday (DJ Patio Party) 

AROUND THE WORLD 
WITH KEXP 

DJ Kid Hips, DJ Chilly, DJ Darek Mazzone 


6.25 Sunday (Folk) 

FAR OUT WEST, 
BECCA STEVENS, 
FERAL FOLK 


UP & COMING 

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

6.29 THE GOLDEN ROAD 

6.30 SHAFTY (PHISH TRIBUTE) 

7.6 TENELLE + THE LATE ONES 

7.7 WARREN G 

7.8 CES CRU 

7.11 NWSS KICKOFF 

7.12 KATCHAFIRE 

7.14 FARNELL NEWTON 
PRINCE TRIBUTE 

7.15 NIGHTMARES ON WAX 

7.18 JAVIERA MENA 

7.19 JON WAYNE & THE PAIN 

7.20 YING YANG TWINS 

7.21 SKERIK'S BANDALABRA 

7.22 LIVING DAYLIGHTS 

7.25 JARREN BENTON 

7.26 THROUGH THE ROOTS 

7.27 PREZIDENT BROWN 

7.28 BLACKALICIOUS + ZION I 

7.29 PRINCE &MJ 

7.30 SPYN RESET & NVO 

8.4 SLEEPY SUN 

8.5 ALLMAN BROTHERS BAND 
TRIBUTE 

8.16 PLANET BOOTY 

8.18 QUANTIC 

8.19 BOWIE VISION 

8.31 JERRY GARCIA CELEBRATION 
& 9.1 (2 NIGHTS!) 

9.14 THE CUMBIEROS 

9.20 BLACK UHURU 

9.22 BARRETT MARTIN GROUP 
9.30 ELDRIDGE GRAVY & 

THE COURT SUPREME 
10.13 PIGEONS PLAYING 
PING PONG 
10.21 PAPADOSIO + 

PHUTUREPRIMITIVE 




RAT CITY 
ALL STARS 


lonoon 

rcOUERGIKM 


wllfc RAIN OF TEE tOt* 
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Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com H^SEAshows 


WEDNESDAY 6/14 


Donny McCaslin Group 

(Jazz Alley, all ages) You could pour everything 
I know about jazz into an airplane-size liquor 
bottle and still have room for enough bourbon 
to get a buzz going. And yet even my ignorant 
ass knows enough to know that Donny Mc- 
Caslin and his band coming to Jazz Alley is an 
event. McCaslin and company were handpicked 
by David Bowie to help him create the sound 
of his triumphant final album, Blackstar — the 
majesty of which continues to deepen with 
age. And lest it seem gauche not to let more 
than two sentences of a McCaslin preview 
go by without mentioning the late great Mr. 
Jones, the band seems to have no qualms 
about embracing the association — their most 
recent album, Beyond Now, was dedicated to 
and inspired by Bowie. SEAN NELSON 

Mr. Elevator, Killer Ghost, 

Basement Surfers, Temple Canyon 

(Lo-Fi) Another LA-based garage-psych freak 
on Burger Records? How many of these types 
can we feasibly support in the current econo- 
my? Have we reached peak Burger-osity yet? 
We seem to be approaching that point of over- 
saturation, but maybe we should allow room 
in our expanding head space for one more: 

Mr. Elevator. (They appear to have deleted the 
"& the Brain Hotel" part of their name.) Their 
two albums — 201 3's Nico and Her Psychedelic 
Subconscious and 201 7's When the Morning 
Greets You — swirl and swerve in time-honored 
Nuggets tradition. Choruses soar, Farfisas parp 
and slur, guitars drive, melodies stick in your 
fevered brain, and everyone sweats through 
their paisley shirts. Throwback as they may be, 
Mr. Elevator's whimsical and woozy songs work 
their spells on you. DAVE SEGAL 


THURSDAY 6/15 


Northwest Terror Fest 

(Neumos, Barboza, Highline, June 15-17) 

The Pacific Northwest's premier festival of 
oppressively heavy underground metal kicks 
off tonight with a cavalcade of West Coast 
acts laying siege to Neumos. The highlight 
for most attendees will be headliners Wolves 
in the Throne Room, whose epic torrents of 
black metal veer toward a sublime blur. It's 
a tactic that crossed into kosmische synth 
explorations on their recent Celestite album, 
though their live shows still tend to be more 
tormented than transcendental. It may be a 
work night, but it's worth ditching your job 
early to catch Oakland's hallucinatory doom- 
and-death hybrid Lycus. And, really, you'll 
want to snag a good spot to absorb the heavy 
grace of King Woman and the long-arc dirges 
of Samothrace. Just be sure to pace yourself 
for a headlining set by cult sludge act Graves 
at Sea at Barboza and a secret headliner at 
the Highline after-party. BRIAN COOK 

Charms, Nordra, Miscomings 

(Chop Suey) Tonight's show doubles as the 
record release for Charms' Human Error, their 
debut LP produced by heavy and weird music 
tastemaker Randall Dunn. Shifting from a 
jangle-driven and upbeat sound into a more 
layered and pervasive approach the past few 
years, Charms now capture a new intensity. 



They accent cavernous and tunneling post- 
punk riffs with sharp, intricate guitar stabs 
for a dystopian feel that seems at home in 
Seattle. The propulsive and hypnotic ambi- 
ent doom/unclassifiable experimentalisms of 
Nordra (Zen Mother's Monika Khot) never fail 
to surprise and engage live. Miscomings are as 
delightfully discordant as they come, blistering 
with yelps and a wall of chaotic, noisy guitar 
feedback reminiscent of the Skingraft and 
Three One G labels' output. The trio's Bag of 
Knives cassette was one of last year's best (and 
most overlooked) local releases, so let's hope a 
follow-up is coming soon. BRITTNIE FULLER 

Studio 4/4: Green Velvet, Eric Allen, 
Kinda, OKI 

(Q Nightclub) With young dancers grooving 
around the world to EDM DJs in Marshmello 
and Mau5 masks, a short green mohawk might 
seem quaint to those unfamiliar with the 
masterful discography and shining career of 
Green Velvet (aka Cajmere, aka Curtis Jones). 
While Jones may be best known for his first 
and biggest hit, 1992's "Coffee Pot (It's Time for 
the Percolator)," a stripped-back club monster 
that to this day serves as a jolt of caffeine to 
dance floors around the world, he's also a pri- 
mary architect of the second wave of Chicago 
house as founder of two of that city's most vital 
dance labels, Cajual and Relief. A born-again 
Christian, Green Velvet is Jones's Bowie-inspired 
alter ego for creating no-fuss house music that 
sees booming vocals take center stage. Expect 
an uplifting, high-energy night of top-shelf 
house and techno. NICK ZURKO 

Mbb£'3 ! 0 (Foodman), DJAO, Prius 

(Kremwerk) Japanese producer Foodman 
(aka Shokuhin Matsuri, aka Takahide Higuchi) 
is a master of rhythmic disorientation and 
tonal chaos who retains a non-kitsch sense of 
playfulness in his tracks. The kids call what he 
does footwork, but to my old ears, Foodman 
is a descendent of IDM's golden age. Matsuri's 
uncanny knack for scrambling your senses 


and his quirky timbral palette recall forgot- 
ten geniuses like Bisk, Multiphonic Ensemble, 
and F.X. Randomiz. I've listened to two dozen 
Foodman tracks, and they all contain a wealth 
of joy-bringing oddness. If his music is truly 
footwork, it's a very deconstructed breed of 
footwork that will baffle dancers more than 
get them juking. DAVE SEGAL 

The Greyboy Allstars, OG McTuff 
& Skerik 

(Nectar, June 15-16) A staple and favorite of 
the groove-jam circuit, San Diego's Greyboy 
Allstars have been laying down their soulful, 
beat-bumping brand of acid jazz since 1994. 
The group's sound — which also incorporates 
elements of boogaloo, Afrobeat, R&B, and 
good-ol'-fashioned funk — is fueled by the 
top-notch keys work of B3 Hammond whiz 
Robert Walter and the tight, high-octane sax 
play of Karl Denson, who also slings a fine 
flute and sings in a silky, sexy falsetto-reach- 
ing tone. They've released only four albums, 
but it's not for lack of creativity; over the 
years, each member has gotten so busy with 
side and solo projects that the band has taken 
a backseat — plus, there was an extended 
hiatus. They play a two-night run in Seattle, 
and are joined by OG McTuff, a funk-jazz 
trio featuring another B3 organ grinder, Joe 
Doria, as joined by special guest and sax- 
juggling phenom, Skerik. Get ready to shake 
your moneymaker, and hard. LEILANI POLK 


FRIDAY 6/16 


Low, Mono 

(Neptune, all ages) Japan's Mono always sum- 
moned film music for your head — you supply 
the mind-film, and they supply supple themes 
building and bending around military drum 
cadences. For their new album, Requiem for 
Hell, the string section returns, but don't expect 
the intensity to drop. Low, on the other hand, 
started out with almost nothing at all. Early 
songs often had one delicately plucked riff 


with haiku-or-less lyrics. They skittered forward 
into one of the creepiest, most menacing 
bands in the world, scarier in their simplicity 
and quietness than any death metal. Low's two 
Mormon leaders often seem steeped in trans- 
gression, redemption, even blood atonement 
(that LDS precept that certain unspeakably vile 
perpetrators cannot be redeemed by Jesus, 
only by the sinner's blood on the ground). And 
they're fun people, too! Just don't ask about 
the blood atonement. ANDREW HAMLIN 

Northwest Terror Fest 

(Neumos, Barboza, Highline, June 15-17) Night 
two of beards, beers, and brutality at North- 
west Terror Fest continues with a lineup that 
injects more velocity and animation into the 
mix after the opening night's stoned on- 
slaught. Neumos headliners Cephalic Carnage 
have spent 25 years perfecting their warped 
blend of technical death metal, razor-sharp 
grindcore, and the occasional Naked City jazz 
flourish into a brain-bending bombardment. 
NOLA's hardest working band, Goatwhore, 
have slogged nearly as many miles over the 
years, pedaling their signature blend of thrash 
and death metal while bucking the notion that 
every Southern metal band is devoted to slow- 
hand swamp rock. While the road veterans at 
Neumos are certainly worthy of your attention, 
an undoubted highlight of the night will be 
Cult Leader's closing set at Barboza. Combin- 
ing Pig Destroyer's thinking-man's-grind with 
Converge's dark hardcore, the Salt Lake City 
band is a perfect storm of technical proficiency 
and unmitigated ire. BRIAN COOK 

Hurray for the Riff Raff, Making Movies 

(Crocodile, all ages) Alynda Segarra of Hurray 
for the Riff Raff doesn't make things easy for 
herself. Her sixth record, The Navigator, takes 
on the gentrif ication of the South Bronx, the 
co-option of Puerto Rican culture, and the ne- 
cessity of safe spaces for queer youth. That's a 
lot of weight to put on a pop record, but she's 

Continued ► 
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Wednesday, June 14 

CHRIS CORNELL 
TRIBUTE NIGHT 
DJ Brad Brains 
Wes Speight, Freeze (Wa) 

9 PM, $10 

Thursday, June 15 
Northwest Terror Fest presents: 

JOHN HAUGHM 

Aerial Ruin, Crowhurst 

10 PM, $30 

Friday, June 16 

SEX WITCH SLAM! 

‘Striptastic’ book release 

6:30 PM, $10 

Friday, June 16 
Northwest Terror Fest presents: 

USNEA 

Burlais, Sol 

10 PM, $30 

Saturday, June 17 
Northwest Terror Fest presents: 

HEIRESS 

Rhine, Old Iron 

10 PM, $30 

Sunday, June 18 

STEAL SHIT DO DRUGS 

Haunted Horses 

9 PM, $10- $12 

Monday, June 19 

TENGGER CAVALRY 

Felix Martin, Helsott, Anthrocene 

9 PM, $15- $17 


www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 211- 

Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 

a sinuous singer with a solid melodic sense and 
not just a politically engaged artist with Impor- 
tant Messages to share (that can get old when 
the words overpower the music). Instead, she 
fuses styles from girl-group ballads ("Settle") to 
full-throated rock en espanol ("Pa'lante," i.e., 
go ahead) into a heady combination of sounds 
and ideas that don't always jell perfectly, but 
they leave no doubt about her courage and 
conviction. KATHY FENNESSY 


SATURDAY 6/17 


Tool, the Crystal Method 

(Gorge Amphitheatre, all ages) Tool haven't 
released a song in 11 years, and none of their 
four albums are available to stream on Apple 
Music or Spotify or to purchase on iTunes. 

Yet their prog-influenced brand of brood- 
ing alt-metal has earned them a die-hard fan 
base — so much so that they sold out the Gorge 
in mere minutes. The anticipation is high for 
their upcoming album, of which there are no 
details aside from reports of vocalist Maynard 
James Keenan entering the studio back in Feb- 
ruary. Whether we ever get that fifth album, 
there are thousands still willing to fork over a 
couple paychecks for a chance to sing along to 
"Schism." KEVIN DIERS 

Adult., Sextile, Pod Blotz, DJ Kate 

(Crocodile, all ages) Not many bands make 
their best album nearly 20 years into their ca- 
reer, but Adult, have done just that with 201 7's 
Detroit House Guests. Nicola Kuperus and 
Adam Lee Miller infuse their sardonic electronic 
dance songs and paranoid goth-rock with anxi- 
ety and anomie, the latter trait exemplified by 
Kuperus's benumbed. Liquid Sky-ready vocals. 


However, with Detroit House Guests, the 
duo enlists several outside singers — including 
Michael Gira, Shannon Funchess, and Robert 
Lowe — to shake up their formula, resulting in 
some of Adult's most interesting songwriting 
to date. Further respect to Adult, for tapping 
Pod Blotz — aka LA's Suzy Poling — to open for 
them; she deserves the signal boost. Since 2002, 
Poling's intelligently constructed, dystopian 
electronic compositions have evoked novel 
ways to portray a collapsing civilization, with 
nary a trace of hokum. Pod Blotz's striking 
visuals, mystique-enhancing costumery, and in- 
geniously infernal music combine to make her 
one of underground electronic music's most 
fascinating performers. DAVE SEGAL 

Lushloss, Shelf Nunny, Depressica 

(Timbre Room) Olive Jun is the latest entrant in 
local electronic label Hush Hush Records' cata- 
log, and the Seattle producer and songwriter 
immediately becomes one of its strongest 
voices. This is a release show for Asking/Bear- 
ing, Jun's debut album as Lushloss, which is 
split in two parts. The second half's instrumen- 
tal beat work is pleasant, but side A shows 
why Lushloss is worth keeping an eye on. 

Over tidy arrangements of keyboard, acoustic 
guitar, and electronic drums, Jun examines her 
relationship with her family in South Korea. 
(Each track closes with an excerpt from a Skype 
conversation with her mother, making this 
theme explicit.) The sound is something akin 
to Perfume Genius releasing music on Ghostly 
International — exploratory songwriting that's 
jarringly intimate. ANDREW GOSPE 


SUNDAY 6/18 


Electric Six, Northern Faces 

(Neumos) If Ween spawned a pile of garbage 
in Detroit that the Dead Kennedysthen pissed 
on, you might end up with Electric Six, except 


that the Motor City band — which has been 
making music for 21 years — inject their own 
raucous brand of cheeky rock with disco synths 
and metal riffage. The overall result can oc- 
casionally be abrasive, but it's often hilarious. 
Songs have titles like "(Be My) Skin Caboose," 
"I Buy the Drugs," and "Naked Pictures (of 
Your Mother)," and frontman Dick Valentine 
sings lead in harsh, melody-free, but mostly 
on-key growls and barks, which add to the 
overall disparate tone. Favorite track: "Adam 
Levine," a quasi-serious take on the Maroon 5 
singer with an unforgettable refrain ("Burn in 
hell, rot in hell, burn in hell, motherfucker"). 
This show falls behind the release of 14th 
full-length, Fresh Blood for Tired Vampyres. 
LEILANI POLK 


MONDAY 6/19 


Pharoah Sanders with 
William Henderson 

(Triple Door, all ages, June 19-20) Pharoah 
Sanders hit NYC in 1961 . He slept in parks, 
held his battered tenor saxophone together 
with rubber bands, and lived on slices of pizza 
bought with blood-donation money. John 
Coltrane hired him four years later, and the 
young man became one of the most controver- 
sial players in jazz history, emphasizing noise 
and passion over notes and chords. On 1967's 
Tauhid, Sanders seems to punch a hole through 
the structure of reality itself, then rend it larger 
brick by torn-out brick. Coltrane died in 1967, 
and the younger man mellowed — almost into 
smooth jazz. I don't relate to that phase, but 
Sanders probably moved over to mellow be- 
cause he had no room left on the pegging-red 
intensity, short of tossing the horn into a gar- 
bage truck. His work with Henderson's piano 
doesn't seem smooth: precise, determined, not 
noisy, bringing order to soul. A new muta- 
tion... a new soul? ANDREW HAMLIN 
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TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 
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Thursday 6/15 

NW INDIE ROCK 

HEATHER THOMAS 

(ALBUM RELEASE) 

WHITNEY MONGE 

THE BLACK TONES 9PM $15 

Saturday 6/17 

NEW WAVE TRIBUTE NIGHT 

THIS 

CHARMING BAND 

LOVE VIGILANTES 
SHE’S LOST CONTROL 
(MORRISEY/NEW ORDER/JOY DIVISION) 

9PIVI $15 


Sunday 6/18 

BLUEGRASS SINGER/SONGWRITER 

SIERRA HULL 

THE W LOVERS 8PM $20 


Tuesday 6/20 

NEO FOLK 

JOSHUA JAMES 

RIVVRS 8PM $1 5/$1 8 

Two nights witH 

CHUCK RAGAN 

6/23 W/ ARTHUR JAMES 
6/24 W/ JASON DODSON 

9PIVI $20 



- 6/16 CASH’D OUT, 6/21 LA FONDA, 
Ur' & 6/22 WHITE REAPER, 6/27 MEATBODIES, 
mm 6/28 THOUSANDS, 6/29 FIVE ALARM FUNK 


FOLLOW US ON FB, 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


II 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


» www.tr_actortavern.com . . 



ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON 
More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us 


MON 6/19 6:30PM 

INANIMATE EXISTENCE 
"THE UNSEEN SELF TOUR" 
with REAPING ASMODEIA 
CYBORG OCTOPUS 
THE DEVILS OF LOUDUN 



Wed 

6/14 

8pm 

MR ELEVATOR, 

Killer Ghost, 

Basement Surfers, 
Temple Canyon 

Thu 

6/15 

7pm 

The Crocodile 
presents: 

TEI SHI 

Fri 

6/16 

9pm 

RICHIE DAGGER’S 

CRIME WAVE, 

Afrocop, 

Real Don Music, 

OC Notes 

Sat 

6/17 

SNAP! 

90’S DANCE PARTY 
$10 

Mon 

6/19 

8pm 

IMAGINARY TRICKS 

Tues 

6/20 

8pm 

The Crocodile 
presents: 

FLAURAL 
w/ Vinyl Williams 


Uielofl.net 

WW&UfflA 
429 Eastlafcc Avbl last 
A||6$ 21+ 


TUESDAY 6/20 


Seu Jorge Presents: The Life Aquatic, 
a Tribute to David Bowie 

(Woodland Park Zoo, all ages) I don't consider 
myself a Wes Anderson devotee in any way, 
but I do think that pulling Brazilian artist Seu 
Jorge for the soundtrack of The Life Aquatic 
was nothing short of genius. Already an 
established musician and actor in his home 
country, Jorge added a layer of retro curios- 
ity and easy joy to well-known Bowie tracks 
without tacking on the schmaltz that typically 
goes along with attempting to cover the 
classics of such a legendary discography. I saw 
Seu Jorge perform this set, complete with a 
psychedelic visual tribute to Bowie, in Portland 
last fall, and I can say with zero hesitation that 
it ranks as one of my favorite concerts. I'll be 
going again this summer with my sister and a 
Nalgene of wine, so feel free to join me in the 
zoo's north meadow for a night of gentle nos- 
talgia and expert musicianship. KIM SELLING 

(Sandy) Alex G, Japanese Breakfast, 
Cende 

(Crocodile, all ages) A prolific young songwriter 
builds a following on Bandcamp and indie- 
rock "fame" swiftly follows. That's more or less 
the trajectory of (Sandy) Alex G, 24-year-old 
Domino signee Alex Giannascoli, who's put out 
records at a frightening rate since his teens. 

His story recalls that of Car Seat Headrest, the 
local KEXP darling and favorite of rock fans 
who want to party like it's 1987. Giannascoli's 
music is also a throwback, sure — it's hard not 
to be when we're talking dudes with guitars 
in 2017 — but his doglegged song structures, 
offbeat production choices, and reticence to 
explain the meaning of his often elliptical lyrics 
make his work come off as a personal docu- 
ment instead of an homage. ANDREW GOSPE 



KAilMflA 

THE SPIBII OF iARlH, WIND * FIRi 
WISH CHICAGO SHE lWIBUIt 


SATURDAY, JUNE 17 


FESTA JUNINA 

(FATUHl NG FN CANTO. DOM. 
OUVTIM, AJiD CAFE COM LtlTE 


FlflOAY. JUNE 23 


COLUMBIA CITY THEATER I 
1ST ANNUAL BENEFIT 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25 / 1 :30PM 


BALLARD CIVIC ORCHESTRA I 
E5PECTACULAR CONCERTO | 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25 / 7PM- 


wus iciahS FOft PLANme a PARENTHOOD! 
CATHUtEN PARRISH. MASON TURNtR 
ANU (HE REIGN. AND GYPSY lEWI'll: I 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 


EARSHOT JA77 PRESENTS 

KAHIL EL'IABAR 

DAVID MURRAY 


IN THE BOURBON BAS? 


EVERY IlifS TUESDAY hGhir MUSIC C 1 U& 
FVFRV WFC ABSOLUTE KARACHI 
EVER* TH'JR CRASH THE CLASS 
4 / 1 6 YOUNG CHHAYLEf. DREW MAE ITU 
AND KSimms: 

6/1? TON MW 


COWING LfP 


6m EUTI DIAL 
7/1 JESSIE EEYEZ 
7/S GfllOT PARTY 
7/ I A SHOCK OPERA 
7/25 BHA 2 H 1 AN SUMMFR CAR NAVAL 
7/79 STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE 
8/9 TkF URBAN ffFNFWAL PROJECT 
B/2S TEN MAN BRASS BAND 
9/25 PVfl-LJC SFRY1CF BROADCASTING 
9/34 SARAH 8A5KA 
VU STEPHEN KELLOGG 


AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS 
WWW.COI.IJM BIACJTY1 HE AT E ft.COM 
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THURSDAY 6/15 ■ SATURDAY 6/17 

NORTHWEST 
TERROR FEST 


SUNDAY 6/18 

ELECTRIC SIX 

NORTHERN FACES 


THURSDAY 6/22 

THE MATTSON 2 


SUNDAY 6/25 

AUSTIN MAHONE 

THE YRS 


TUESDAY 6/27 

LAND OF TALK 

HALF WAIF 


SATURDAY 7/1 

TANGERINE’S 
FAREWELL SHOW 

FAUNA SHADE + EMMA LEETOYODA 


THURSDAY 7/6 

MUTOID MAN 

HELMS ALEE + HE WHOSE OX IS GORED 


MONDAY 7/17 

THE DRUMS 

STEFCHURA 


TUESDAY 7/25 

THE SWORD 

BIG JESUS 


WEDNESDAY 7/26 

BLONDE REDHEAD 


BjmBOZH 

COMING UP NEXT 





MONDAY 6/19 

SHARK 

ROBIN Bf 


WEDNESDAY 6/21 

DAVE DEPPER 


THURSDAY 6/22 

THEO KATZMAN 
+ JOEYDOSIK 


FRIDAY 6/23 

REEVE CARNEY 


SUNDAY 6/25 

DEAR QUEERS 

ft. YOUR HEART BREAKS + SUNDRIES 
+ MOON PALACE + CREATURE HOLE 
+ MAN REPELLANT 


WEEKLY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY 
NEUMOS.COMlTHEBARBOZA.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THEOAROOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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6/15 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

The Anniversary 

Dude York, Fullbloods 

All ages 


6/16 

FRIDAY 


6/17 

SATURDAY 



KEXP & The Crocodile Present:: 

Hurray For The Riff Raff 

Making Movies 

All ages Sold Out 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

School of Rock Seattle 
Performs Rush All ages 


6/17 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile & False Prophet present: 

Adult. 

Sextile, Pod Blotz, DJ Kate [False Prophet] 

All ages 


6/19 

MONDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Andrew St. James @ The Sunset 

Mads Jacobsen 21 and over 



6/20 (SANDY) ALEX G 6/20 FLAURAL @ LO-FI 6/23 CHRISTEENE AND DA BOYS 6/23 TROLLER 
@ LO-FI 6/24 J GRGRY 6/25 JACOB WHITESIDES @ CHOP SUEY 6/28 Ml (CHK CHK CHK) 
6/28 P-LO @ CHOP SUEY 6/29 FUTURECASTLE @ THE SUNSET 6/30 BACK BAR OPEN 4PM-2AM 
7/1 LUNICE 7/3 THIS WILD LIFE 7/7 RJ 7/11 BEACH FOSSILS 7/14 LITTLE HURRICANE 7/15 ALGIERS 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM ★ 
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The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended © = All Ages 


WED 6/14 


★ barboza Boogarins 
with Bod, 8 pm, $10/$ 12 
CENTRAL SALOON Rise Up: 
A Tribute to the Music of 
Hamilton, 9 pm-midnight 
chop suey Busman's 
Holiday, Tobias The Owl, 
Andrew Saint Andrew, 

9:30 pm, $8 

THE FUNHOUSE Hepatagua, 
Hexxus, The Sharp Teeth, 

8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

high dive Zealandia, 

We Are Not Mel Torme, 
Voycheck, 8 pm, $6/$8 
highline Chris Cornell 
Tribute Night: DJ Brad 
Brains, Wes Sp8, Freeze, 

9 pm, free 

HIGHWAY 99 Wasted 
Words: An Allman Brothers 
Tribute, 8 pm, $7 
nectar Tarrus Riley, Dean 
Fraser & The Blacksoil Band, 
Zions Gate Sound, 8 pm, 
$28-$45 

neumos The Country 
Lips' Summer Social with 
The Easy Leaves, Evening 
Bell, Caleb & Walter, 7 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

THE ROYAL ROOM Father 
Daughter #15, 7:30 pm, 
free; Funk Church, 10 pm, 
free 

★ SHOWBOX 

XXXTentacion, 8-10:30 pm, 
$29.50/$33 

STUDIO SEVEN RAW, 7 pm, 
$22/$30 

SUBSTATION Overstand, 
Swayze Train, Skitle To da E, 
Arless, 8 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Pity Kiss, 
Echo Texture, Not Dead Yet, 
8 pm, $8 

TIMBRE ROOM Aesthetic 
Mess, 9 pm-1 am, free 
O TRIPLE DOOR The Lisa 
Koch CD Release Party!, 

7:30 pm, $22-$30 

I JSSA 

O TULA’S Jim Sisko’s 
Bellevue College Jazz 
Ensemble, 7:30 pm, $10 

★ VERMILLION Tables 
& Chairs Presents, 8 pm, 
$5-$15 Suggested Donation 

ED 

CONTOUR Depth, 9 pm, 
free 

FOUNDATION SUBstance 
Wednesdays, 10 pm, $0-10 
NEIGHBOURS Level Up 18+: 
DJ ALO, 9 pm, Free/$10 

★ 0 NIGHTCLUB Forms: 
Boys Noize, 9 pm-2 am, $25 

★ REVOLVER BAR Party 
Mix!, 9 pm-2 am, free 


THURS 6/15 


BLUE MOON TAVERN Little 

Child Man, Roy Rodgers, 
Terror/Cactus, 9 pm, $7 

CENTRAL SALOON 

Highland Eyeway, Black Nite 
Crash, Headphone, New 
Age Healers, 8 pm, $5/$8 
CONOR BYRNE The 
Backslide Gospel, Friendly 
Gomez, Guests, 9 pm, $8 
O CROCODILE The 
Anniversary, Dude York, 
Fullbloods, 7:30 pm, $17 
FREMONT ABBEY Bombadil 
with Honey Mustard, 8 pm, 
$1 5/$20 

THE FUNHOUSE 

Montoneros, Quieter, 
Medicine Bows, Proofs, 

9 pm, $6/$8 

HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 


HIGHWAY 99 Trailer Park 
Kings, 8 pm, $7 

★ LO-FI Tei Shi, 7 pm, $15 

★ O NEPTUNE THEATRE 

Cut Copy and Dream 
Journal, 8 pm, $25/$26.50 
rendezvous Keegan 
White with Alex Ivey and 
Evan Church, 10:30 pm 
O SHOWBOX SODO KISS 
FM's One Big Concert, 7:30 
pm, $37.75-$62.75 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 

Hickoids, Gallow Swings, 
The F-Holes, 8 pm, $7 
SORRENTO HOTEL Live 
Acoustic Guitar, 5:30- 
7:30 pm 

STUDIO SEVEN RAW, 7 pm, 
$22/$30 

SUBSTATION Mission G, 
Damage Militia, Either/Or, 

8 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN Chrome 
Lakes, Gibraltar, Ex Licks, 
Jamie Aaron Aux, 9 pm, $8 
TIMBRE ROOM Wrtch, 
Bloom Offering, Memwav, 
8-11 pm, $7 

★ O TRIPLE DOOR 

Morgan James, 7:30 pm, 
$16-$35 

TULA’S Fred Hoadley's 
Sonando, 8 pm, $10 

Wl\+4 

★ barca Jazz at Barca, 

9 pm-midnight, free 

O CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 

space Dave Rempis & 
Friends, 8 pm, $5-$ 1 5 
O JAZZ ALLEY Acoustic 
Alchemy, 7:30 pm, $29.50 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Westerlies, 8 pm, $15 

ED 

ballroom Throwback 
Thursdays, 9 pm, free 
CONTOUR Jaded, 9 pm, 
free 

GRIM’S Special Blends, 

8 pm-2 am, free 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, 9 pm, free 

R place Thirsty Thursdays, 

9 pm, free 

TIMBRE ROOM BUTT DAY, 
5-9 pm, free 
trinity Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm-1 2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


★ BENAROYA HALL Strauss: 
An Alpine Symphony, 

7:30 pm, $22-$ 122 


FRI 6/16 


O BALLARD HOMESTEAD 

Fourth Annual Fiddle 
Showcase, 7-9:30 pm, 
$ 6-$10 

O BLACK LODGE Cool 
American, Turtlenecked, 
Curse League, Dog 
Mountain, 8-11 pm, $5-$ 1 0 
BLUE MOON TAVERN Jerry 
Joseph & The Jackmormons 
with Norman Baker & The 
Backroads, 8 pm, $10/$ 12 

★ O CENTURYLINK FIELD 

2017 Vans Warped Tour, 

11 am 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Kalimba, 8 pm, $25/$40; 
Young Chhaylee, Drew 
Martin, Kritters, 8 pm, free 

DARRELL’S TAVERN 

Colossal Boss, Swamp 
Doctor, The Hangtown 
Marshalls, 9 pm-2 am 

THE FUNHOUSE The 

Heroine, Witchburn, Zero 
Down, The Plot Sickens, 

9 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

★ HIGH DIVE Wall of Ears, 
Shit Ghost, Critte, Plat3, 

8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 


HIGHWAY 99 Matt 
Schofield, 8 pm, $20 
KREMWERK WORK! 
Presents Maximono, 

10 pm, $10 

LITTLE RED hen Broken 
Trail, 9 pm, $5 
LO-FI Richie Dagger's 
Crime, Afrocop, Real Don 
Music, OCNotes, 9 pm 
RENDEZVOUS Dionvox with 
lien Halogram and Juicy 
Moment, 9 pm, $10 
THE ROYAL ROOM Samba 
Festival Day 1, 5:30 pm, $10 

★ SNOQUALMIE CASINO 

Jerry Jeff Walker, 8 pm, 
$25-$55 

SORRENTO HOTEL Live 
Acoustic Guitar, 5:30- 
9:45 pm 

SUNSET TAVERN Stag, 
Service Provider, Pop 
Cycle, Sam Russell & The 
Harborrats, 9 pm, $10 
O VERA PROJECT Hot 
Flash Heat Wave, Inner 
Wave, Weep Wave, 

7 pm, $7 

VERMILLION Wildstyle, 

10 pm, free 

YOUNGSTOWN CULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER Resistance 
Mixtape Release Party, 

6-8 pm 

O JAZZ ALLEY Acoustic 
Alchemy, 9:30 pm, $29.50 
LATONAPUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 
TULA’S Marc Seales Group, 
7:30 pm, $18 

ED 

ASTON manor House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, $20 
BALLARD loft Flashback 
Fridays, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Fridays, 10 pm, free 
barboza Famous Fridays, 
10:30 pm, free 
FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$30 

FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Queer Magic Dance Party, 

10 pm, $10 

HAVANA Viva Havana, 

9 pm, $15 

KREMWERK WORK! 
Presents Maximono, 

10 pm, $10 

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm-4 am, $5 
o NIGHTCLUB Mint, 10 
pm-2 am, $10 
R place Transcendence, 
9:30 pm, free 

★ RE-BAR Soul-Fi, 10 pm, 
$ 0-$10 

TIMBRE ROOM Foolish 
Fridays, 10 pm-2:30 am, 

$ 5/$ 1 0 

trinity Massive Fridays, 
free 

VERMILLION Session 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA hall Sarah 
Mahoney & Friends, 7 pm, 
$15/$20 

CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 

space Driftwood Orchestra 
+ Uneasy Chair/Kelley/ 
Muller, 8 pm, $5-$15 


SAT 6/17 


BLACK LODGE Self Defense 
Family, Nopes, Guests, 

8 pm-midnight, $5-$ 1 0 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Friction Pitch, 9 pm, $7 
CAFE racer The Return of 
The Evanstones, 7 pm, free 

CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 

space Goldenrod + God 


and Vanilla + Sacred Signs, 

8 pm, $5-$ 1 5 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

O Festa Junina with En 
Canto, 7 pm, $5-$20; Ton 
Mus, 8 pm, free 
CONOR BYRNE Willow 
Steps, Alex Ashley, 6 pm, $8 

THE FUNHOUSE The 

Riffbrokers, Silver Treason, 
Bonneville Power, 9 pm, 
$6/$8 

high dive '80s Invasion 
Summer Solstice Party, 

8 pm, $12 

HIGHWAY 99 Portland Triple 
Play with Lisa Mann, Ben 
Rice, Karen Lovely, 

8 pm, $18 

THE KRAKEN Boxcutter, 
Viveka, Head Honcho, Ten 
Pole Drunk, 9 pm-2 am, $7 
NECTAR Solstice All-Day 
Party, 10-2 am, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Seattle 
Women's Pride Music 
Festival, 5:30-10 pm, 

$35/$45 

THE ROYAL ROOM BIOCO 

Pacifico Day 2, 6:30 pm, $10 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 

Strong Against Cancer 
Benefit Show, 8 pm-1 am, 
$12 

★ O THE STATION Block 
Party at The Station, free 
STUDIO SEVEN Bun B, 
Swisha Sleep, Doc The Loin 
with Jerz-E, 8 pm, $30 
SUBSTATION Honeybear, 

A Breakthrough In Field 
Studies, Trees and Timber, 
Julia Massey, 8 pm, $8 

SUNSET TAVERN The 

Deslondes with Twain, 

9 pm, $15 

O TRIPLE DOOR Alice 
Stuart & The Formerlys, 

8 pm, $20/$23 
VICTORY LOUNGE Sleepy 
Genes, americas, Team 
Skins, Seminars, 

8:30 pm-1 2:30 am, $5/$8 
WHISKYWEST Sue Quigley 
with Jean Mann, 8 pm, free 

*r.Y+4 

★ BENAROYA HALL SRJO 
with Christian McBride, 

7:30 pm, $20-$54 

O JAZZ ALLEY Acoustic 
Alchemy, 9:30 pm, $29.50 

★ O TULA’S Susan Pascal 
Quartet with Marc Seales, 
Michael Glynn, Julian 
MacDonough, 7:30 pm, $18 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 

lounge The Tarantellas, 

6-9 pm, free 

ED 

ASTON MANOR NRG 

Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, free 

BALLARD LOFT DJ 

Saturdays, 10 pm, free 
BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays, 9 pm, free 
BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays, 10 pm 
BARBOZA Hey Now, 10:30 
pm, free 

chop suey Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, Free/$5 
FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $15-30 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 

LO-FI SNAP! 90s Dance 
Party, 9 pm, $10 
NEIGHBOURS Powermix, 8 
pm-4 am, $5 

NEUMOS Daybreaker SEA: 
90s Throwback, 9 am-noon, 
$1 5-$30 

pony Meat, 9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Fresh Prints, 

10 pm-2 am, $15 
re-bar Ceremony, 10 pm- 
2 am, $5 

STAGE SEATTLE Vice 






SPECIALS 



12 -a pm 

HIGH Lift 
QHflFT 

4-0 PM 

CANS 8F 
ftLV/HAMMS 

-4-0 PM 
PB* * 

S H«T Of WEL1 









★ 1 
I 










■l J ]H Hl 


F) 1 x c I D EXT (A 

o/tcaj Mahal steve sqmock 

(Tim* Rw* IWj) (Twq Thrw ) 

August s - © 

Snug Lob*; ^mphKh«itr< - Br iNfb Cofurmbfa, Can adc 

www.Bw imiir e tti iiql.yo 



















30 June 14, 2017 THE STRANGER 


** STRANGERTICKETS 

PROMOTION WHERE IT MATTERS 

StrangerTickets.com 

FEATURED EVENTS 


Jun 22 Egyptian 

7pm , Theatre 




DfifiGfiPRLOOZH 



. j r T. f f ■ r 1 f 





Mi .15, 16&I7 * ' 


cDoam Sg 

GfluMpO© Q=©©aa0®n]© 



Jun 24 / 12:30-3:30pm 


BRUNCH 

Art Tour 

CULLECT 


: c t * 400*64-’* 

Multiple Stops 


21 + 



2017 SOIL ART AUCTION 



HAVE AN EVENT? 

Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here! 

STRANGERTICKETS.COM 



FRIDAY 8/4 

J MASCIS 

STEVE GUNN + 
IAMES ELKINGTON 



WEDNESDAY 9/13 

PUP 


MONDAY 9/25 

FOUR YEAR STRONG 

SEAWAY + LIKE PACIFIC + 
GRAYSCALE + LIFE LESSONS 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY & NEUMOS.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 




flic Stranger s 

OFFICIAL 2017 
CAPITOL HILL BLOCK PARTY 
PULL-OUT GUIDE 

THE guide for more than 30,000 
festival attendees 

Full Schedule • Easy to Use Map 
• Band Profiles • and more 

Inserted into every issue of The Stranger on 
July 19th, with additional distribution onsite 
throughout the festival. 


RESERVE YOUR ADVERTISING SPACE TODAY! 

JULY 7TH 

206-323-7101 

OR ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM 
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The Best of the Rest of the Music 


Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
Free/$15 

trinity Reload Saturdays, 
9 pm, free 

VERMILLION Pad Pushers, 
9 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


O MEANY HALL LUCO 
Presents: Triple Play, 

7:30 pm, $15/$20 

★ BENAROYA HALL 

Strauss: An Alpine 
Symphony, 8 pm, $22-$ 122 


SUN 6/18 

uvPmusSH 


BARBOZA Lo Moon, 7 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

★ BENAROYA HALL 

TajMo: The Taj Mahal & 
Keb' Mo' Band, 7:30 pm, 
$45/$70 

EL CORAZON Kirko Bangz, 
Ruben Singz, Scott Elkins, 
Cory Diamonds, Cally Reed, 
Whitebear, 8 pm, $20/$25 
HIGHLINE Steal Shit Do 
Drugs, Haunted Horses, 
Guests, 9 pm, $10/$ 12 
nectar Mad Caddies, 

The Happys, It Gets Worse, 
8 pm, $18/$22 
THE ROYAL room Coral 
Creek with Bill McKay, 

8:30 pm, $7/$10 

★ STUDIO SEVEN Mozzy, 

8 pm-1 am, $25-$75 

SUNSET TAVERN Wild 

Arms, Campion, Cold Soda, 

8 pm, $8 

TIM’S TAVERN Vegan 
Night at Tim's Tavern, 

5-10 pm 

O VERA PROJECT Adult 
Mom, Free Cake For Every 
Creature, Emma Lee 
Toyoda, 8 pm, $8 

ESB 

THE ANGRY BEAVER 

Jazz at the Beaver: Max 
Holmberg and the 200 
Trio, 9 pm, free 
CAPITOL cider Sunday 
Night Jazz Flights, 6 pm, 
free 

DARRELL’S TAVERN 

Sunday Night Jazz Jam: 
Guests, 8 pm, free 
O JAZZ ALLEY Acoustic 
Alchemy, 7:30 pm, $29.50 
triple door Brian Nova 
Jazz Jam, 7 pm, free 

★ O TULA’S Jim Cutler 
Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 pm, 
$10 

VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE ★ The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free; Bob Hammer, 6 pm, 
free 

eh 

BALTIC ROOM 

Resurrection Sundays, 

9 pm-2 am, $5 

chop suey Chromatic: A 
Queer Dance Night, 

9 pm, $9 

CONTOUR Top A Top, 

9 pm, free 

cuff Sunday Tea Dance, 

5-1 1 pm, free 
KREMWERK Fraktured, 

9 pm-2 am, free 
NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latino, 10 pm-2 am, $5 
pony The World's Tiniest 
Tea Dance, 4-9 pm, free 
R place Homo Hop, 

10 pm 

★ re-bar Flammable, 

10 pm-3 am, $10 

★ TIMBRE ROOM World 
Beat Sundays, 4-9 pm, $5 


CLASSICAL 


O NAKED CITY BREWERY 

& taphouse Different 
Drummer Father's Day 
Show, 6 pm, $20 

★ O ST. MARK’S 

cathedral Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 6/19 


barboza Amy Shark, 


8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 

CENTRAL SALOON 

The Hottman Sisters, 9 pm 
chop suey Spruce Trap, 
The Spider Ferns, Close 
Encounter, Lizzy Rose, 

7 pm, $8 

EL CORAZON Stranded 
By Choice, Blood Flood, 
Esoson, 8 pm, $8/$ 1 0 
THE FUNHOUSE Dopers, 
Parlor Walls, Oracle Room, 
Future Twin, 8 pm, $6/$8 
highline Tengger 
Cavalry, Felix Martin, 
Helsott, Anthrocene, 9 pm, 
$ 1 5/$ 1 7 

LO-FI Imaginary Tricks, 

8 pm 

0 STUDIO SEVEN 

Inanimate Existence, 
Reaping Asmodeia, Cyborg 
Octopus, The Devils Of 
Loudun, 7 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 3 
SUNSET TAVERN Andrew 
St. James with Mads 
Jacobsen, 7:30 pm, $10 

TIMBRE ROOM 

QUALIATIK, Guayaba, 
Dasychira, Estoc, 9 pm, 

$ 8 /$ 1 0 

1 rx+4 

JAZZ ALLEY Larry Coryell 
Tribute with Julian Coryell 
& the 1 1th House Band, 
7:30 pm, $30.50 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Salute Sessions, 10 pm, 
free; © BassDrumBone, 

7:30 pm, $18 

TULA’S pH Factor Big Band, 
7:30 pm, $10 

EH 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm, $10 

★ bar sue Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 
KREMWERK Family Meal 
with The Kipples, 8 pm- 
midnight, $8 

pony Rock and Roll Queer 
Bar, 9 pm, free 


TUE 6/20 


barboza Slow Dancer 
with Soccer Mommy, 9 pm, 
$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

CHOP SUEY Tuomo & 
Markus, Night Ship, Figg, 

8 pm, $8 

O EL CORAZON Hail The 
Sun, Capsize, Eidola, Limbs, 
A Taste of Daylight, 6 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

highline Helion Prime, 
Weaponlord, Thread the 
Sky, Nasty Bits, 9 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

nectar The Skints, Power 
Laces, Jonny Sonic, 8 pm, 
$15 

NEUMOS COIN with A R I Z 
O N A, 8:30 pm, $16.50/$ 18 
substation Programmes, 
Yr Parents, J'owl, 

10 pm, $6 

SUNSET TAVERN Ex Eye 

with Hunter Gather, 9 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 4 

VERMILLION Art Hop Fest, 
8-11 pm, $2 

l/W 

JAZZ ALLEY Curtis Stigers 
with Seattle Women's Jazz 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $34.50 
OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz 
with Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, 
free 

★ O PONCHO CONCERT 

hall Ambrose 
Akinmusire Quartet, 

8 pm, $22 

TULA’S Lineup! Mark 
Taylor and Dawn Clement, 
7:30 pm, $12 

EH 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm, free 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 

9 pm, $5/Free 

R place Turnt Up 2zdays, 

10 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


O THE ROYAL ROOM 

Seattle Piano Players, 6:30- 
10 pm, free 



SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 
9:30pm, $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live soul and funk 9:30pm, $5 

LADIES NIGHT THURSDAYS 

9:30pm $5, Ladies in Free 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 

DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

LIVE SATURDAYS $10 

CUBAN ALL STARS 7pm 
700 FUNK 10pm 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 11AM 

, LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM 

V J 

//SCRATCH BAR FOOD and Y\ 
\\ HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY // 

2202 N 45th St ‘ Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 
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PLAY DEAD LIVE 
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Ambrose Akirnnusire 
Quartet 
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MUSIC 



WOLVES IN THE THRONE ROOM Playing black metal at Neumos on June 15. 


Destination Metal 

Northwest Terror Fest Comes to Seattle 

BY SEAN NELSON 


hen the founders of South- 
west Terror Fest set their 
sights on Seattle as the lo- 
cation of a Northwest edition, Joe Schafer, 
a frequent contributor to The Stranger’s 
music section, was one of the local metal 
brain-trustees they assembled to help him 


pull it off. (Others include Tanner Ellison 
from KEXP’s Seek and Destroy, Joe Grindo 
from the bands Samothrace and Theories, 
and Islander, who edits the online metal we- 
bzine No Clean Singing.) 

Because I am the least metal per- 
son in North America, it fell to me to ask 


Schafer — who is also an editor at the Brook- 
lyn Vegan-affiliated metal blog Invisible 
Oranges — to explain this new but already 
popular festival, which will take place over 
three days with nearly 40 bands. Full passes 
are sold out, but there are still individual day 
passes available. 

For the uninitiated, what distinguishes the 
bands in Terror Fest from more traditional 
metal? 

The calling card of extreme heavy metal 
and hardcore punk is the harsh vocal style, 
distinct from what metal 
heads commonly refer to as 
“clean” singing, which most 
rock bands employ. Many 
people say that harsh vocals 
remind them of Cookie Mon- 
ster from Sesame Street. 

Of course, this sort of music can also inspire 
fear, but that’s part of the point — fear is ex- 
citing. Metal and punk are the horror and 
thriller films of music, so tension and release 
are very important, as opposed to immediate 
gratification. 

Do you find Seattle generally hospitable to 
metal-related subcultures? 

I think Seattle and especially the Pa- 
cific Northwest at large (Portland, Olympia, 
Vancouver, BC) has a 
tremendous fondness 
for metal as a music 
and aesthetic culture. 

Seattle’s metal scene is 
world-class, on par with 
other US hotbeds like 
Chicago, New York, and 
San Francisco, as well 
as the genre’s meccas in Scandinavia. This 
city hosts great metal gigs weekly in each of 
the genre’s various sub-styles, many of which 
owe as much to punk as they do to metal. 

In a scene up to its eyeballs in festivals, why 
is this one important? 

Terror Fest comes from a different 


genre-specific tradition. Destination metal 
festivals are opportunities for people who 
love the genre to experience a lot of it at 
once, surrounded by their peers. They’re 
also a great way for more casual listeners to 
deeply immerse themselves in metal culture. 
They’re also a great opportunity for these 
bands to play venues they otherwise would 
not. For Seattle, this will be a unique experi- 
ence. My hope is to make it a beloved part 
of this city’s musical year for everyone. The 
weekend the metalheads come out in force 
and let their freak flags fly. 

What bands in the festi- 
val would you recommend 
to help turn me on to this 
genre? 

There are a few really 
interesting and compelling 
acts on the bill that you cannot see elsewhere. 
The Thursday headliner at Neumos, Wolves 
in the Throne Room, play meditative black 
metal with an ecological bent. They write 
long, beautiful, and melodic songs and per- 
form with an intense stage atmosphere, with 
fog and pine branches draped across the 
stage. Seeing them feels like attending some 
sort of ritual in the middle of a pine grove. 

Coven, the Saturday night headliner, 
played psychedelic, occult-themed rock 
music before Black 
Sabbath did. This will 
be their first US show 
in 27 years. Their 
singer, Jinx Dawson, 
still has it: the voice, 
the charisma. They’re 
a piece of history, and 
their influence has only 

grown over time. 

Fucked and Bound is a side project featur- 
ing members of Seattle bands Witch Ripper 
and He Whose Ox Is Gored. Their singer, 
Lisa Mungo, only screams in F&B, and the 
whole band seems to have a righteously fem- 
inist bent. It’s very aggressive music, but 
cathartic and empowering as hell. ■ 



Northwest Terror Fest 

June 15-17; 

Neumos, Barboza, Highline 


Metal and punk are the 
horror and thriller films 
of music. 


Seattle Post-Punk Trio 
Charms Exploit the Wonders 
and Horrors of Technology 

BY AMBER CORTES 


B e warned: Enter the world of 
Charms, and you are encountering a 
place that is exhilarating, disorient- 
ing, and seductive as hell. Feel like facing your 
demons today? Their songs are the soundtrack 
for you. It’s definitely not background music — 
the band’s immense, torrential, razor-edged 
sound will charge into your speakers (and your 
brain) and demand your full attention. 

Human Error, out June 16 on Killroom 
Records, is the first album for Charms. Lead 
singer/guitarist E.J. Tolentino, keyboardist and 
synth master Joshua McCormick, and drum- 
mer Ray McCoy first recorded Human Error 
in a “decent studio for cheap,” explains Tolen- 
tino, but they ran into technical issues. When 
they played the master for producer Randall 
Dunn (from Master Musicians of Bukkake), he 
said they could do better — and offered to pro- 
duce it with the band. Dunn’s workflow, says 


Tolentino, was “incredibly efficient” — they had 
everything tracked, recorded, mixed, and mas- 
tered within a week’s time. 

“He had a lot of suggestions for overdubs 
that made the songs sound much fatter and 
richer,” Tolentino says. “One of the biggest 
changes he suggested was for us to play our 
song “Gold Statue” at almost half the speed. 
After playing it slower, it was obvious that he 
was completely right. It had so much more of 
a groove to it, and you could really hear the 
hooks.” 

In their video for “Siren” and in their live 
show visuals (created by artists Kevin Blan- 
quies and Lauren Rodriguez), there’s an 
almost obsessive fixation with the aesthetics 
of technology — the glitches, circuit boards, 
machine relics, digital decay. 

“There’s something beautiful about the 
imperfections of technology,” says Tolentino. 


“It’s those instances of gremlins where you 
find humanity in what is supposed to be per- 
fect and pristine. Imperfections of what is 
marketed as perfection — human error.” 

The band’s fascination with modern 
technology is a pervasive theme in their 
music — a potent, driving force with both 
limitless potential and ter- 
rifying capabilities. The 
paradox, McCoy explains, is 
fascinating to them. “We’re 
simultaneously inspired by 
technological fantasy, em- 
powered by modern musical 
technology, and made con- 
stantly anxious by the weight 
of society’s tech fetishes.” 

On Human Error, an apoc- 
alyptic apprehension creeps 
in, where the power of this 
fantasy seems menacing and inescapable: “Bow 
down to centrifuge / Look at you, you’ve got 
nothing to lose,” Tolentino wails anxiously on 
the track “Anak Ko” (which means “I love you, 
my child” in Tagalog). Surely, some of this is in- 
formed by living in Seattle, where any day now, 
a swarm of Amazon Prime delivery drones may 
whiz by your window bringing the latest Xbox 
release to the doors of wealthy technocrats. 

“In Seattle, particularly in the arts 


community right now, there’s constant discus- 
sion about where we belong and how we can 
survive as the city seems to shift its focus to- 
ward people who make their livings in the tech 
sector and away from the grunge and Hendrix 
stuff it was once famous for,” says McCoy. “At 
times, it can feel like we’re being forced out and 
directly oppressed by this big 
evil entity called TECH.” 

And yet at the same time, 
McCoy says, it dominates 
our lives and imaginations 
with its information over- 
flow and creative possibility, 
which Charms deftly display 
on Human Error when they 
layer electronic pinpricks 
and blips over gritty, gravelly 
punk chords, like in the song 
“Kill Data.” 

“Our songs don’t sound like Boss music 
from a Sega Genesis game, because we have 
an aversion to it — that shit runs deep with us,” 
McCoy explains. “We actively use piles of digi- 
tal effects on top of our instruments to replicate 
the feel of these apocalyptic, cyberpunk, Blade 
Runner worlds. In a lot of ways, we grew up in 
those worlds, but now we are terrified of actu- 
ally watching the city around us melt into our 
childhood fantasies.” ■ 



Charms 

w/Nordra, Miscomings 

Thurs June 1 5, 

Chop Suey, 8 pm, $10, 21 + 
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NOW PLAYING 

WONDER WOMAN 



NOW SELLING 

BABY DRIVER * 

OPEN? JLfNE t? 

3 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CIMERAMA.COM ff 


TitlT HE SCARECROW PROJECT 
'W PRESENTS: 


5030 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, SEATTLE • 206-524-8554 
www.scarecrow.com 



For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com 


THE LEGO BATMAN MOVIE 

Soon Everything Will Just Be Legos 
DVD $24.95 Blu-ray $31 .95 

AMERICAN EPIC 

Legendary Musicians on Antique Equipment 
DVD $21 .95 Blu-ray $24.95 

CHEECH & CHONG’S NEXT MOVIE 

But I Didn't See Their Last Movie. . .Wait... 
Blu-ray $23.95 



Select Criterion Collection Titles on Sale This Week!! 



BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB 

Wim Wenders’ Beloved Concert Film 


DAZED AND CONFUSED 

The Origin of McConaughey’s “Alright, alright, alright.” 


PUNCH-DRUNK LOVE 

The Greatest Adam Sandler Movie Ever 

DVD $22.95 Blu-Ray $26.95 Each 



Support 
Scarecrow 
with a 

Membership! 

blog.scarecrow.com/membership 













THE STRANGER June 14, 2017 3 5 



FILM 



JULIA ZELMAN 


Death of an Empire 

Are Seven Gables and Guild 45th Theatres 
Closed for Renovations or Closed Forever? 


BY SEAN NELSON 


O n the afternoon of June 5, Griffin 
Barchek, a junior at the Univer- 
sity of Washington, headed to 
Wallingford to work his shift at the Guild 
45th, as he had been doing roughly 30 hours 
a week for the past year and a half. He heard 
the bad news before he even stepped in- 
side. “I was the second person to get there,” 
Barchek said. “I was told immediately by a 
disgruntled coworker outside. Then there 
was a sign on the counter that said, ‘We’re 
closed for renovations.’” 

Though he had no hard evidence to sup- 
port the hypothesis, he believes the sign’s 
message is a pipe dream. “Renovations are 
very unlikely,” he speculated. “It’s probably 
just closed for good.” 

Once inside, Barchek said a representa- 
tive from Landmark’s corporate office was 
on hand to inform him and his coworkers that 
both the Guild 45th and Seven Gables would 
be closed indefinitely (“for renovations”), that 
their services were no longer required, and 
that they’d all be receiving three weeks’ sev- 
erance pay. Barchek said he earned $15 an 
hour for his work as an usher, in the box of- 
fice, and behind the concessions counter. 

“She just kept saying, ‘I’m sorry,’ and kind 
of making a duck face,” he said of the Land- 
mark representative. (As has been the case 
with all press inquiries regarding the sud- 
den closure of these theaters, Landmark has 
refused to comment beyond saying they are 


closed for renovations.) 

Barchek’s suspicion that the company does 
not plan to renovate or reopen was aroused 
when the woman said there was “no time 
frame” for when they might be back in busi- 
ness but “definitely not within this year.” 
Employees were also told they would be “wel- 
come to reapply when we’re open again,” which 
seems like an easy way of not committing to 
opening again, Barchek said. “They don’t re- 
ally have that much to gain from reopening.” 

Landmark spokesper- 
son Laine Kaplowitz wrote 
to The Stranger that the 
only information she could 
provide about the situa- 
tion is in their statement: 

“The Seven Gables and 
Guild 45th cinemas have 
closed. Please stay tuned 
for further details on our 
renovation plans for each location. During the 
downtime, we look forward to serving you at 
the Crest Cinema Center.” 

None of this was a huge surprise, accord- 
ing to Barchek: “For the last year, things have 
been going downhill pretty fast at the Guild.” 
As far as he could see, the company had 
spent “basically nothing” on repairs during 
the time he’d been working there, a percep- 
tion borne out by anyone who has seen the 
long, slow, heartbreaking degradation of the 
Guild’s once glorious stucco deco edifice. The 


inside, especially of theater one, had become 
even more decrepit, with broken seats, filthy 
floors, and a general air of surrender to en- 
tropy. It seems plausible that this contributed 
to the declining attendance — just as much as 
Netflix or any of the other usual scapegoats 
for failing entertainment businesses. 

“We were not making much money” 
Barchek explained. “Like, very few custom- 
ers came in... regulars were the only people, 
and they were all over 70.” 

It’s worth noting that Landmark’s pres- 
ence on Seattle’s movie landscape was once 
close to imperial. At the company’s mid- 
1990s peak, it boasted nine theaters — Seven 
Gables, Guild 45th, Metro, Varsity, Neptune, 
Harvard Exit, Broadway Market, Egyptian, 
Crest — with 27 screens between them, nearly 
all dedicated to independent and foreign-lan- 
guage releases. This was unheard of in the 
United States, and clearly unsustainable. 

Landmark has undergone management 
and ownership changes since then, but it’s 
worth noting that the company’s Seattle foot- 
print (which had its roots in the locally owned 
company Seven Gables Theaters, acquired 
in 1989) now consists of a single theater, the 
North End discount house the Crest, built in 
1949 and still a real beauty if you care about 
movie theaters. If you haven’t been there in a 
while, you should probably hurry. 

So the Guild’s closure wasn’t a surprise, but 
was Barchek still angry about how the compa- 
ny handled letting its employees go? “Kinda. 
Everyone had seen it coming for forever. It 
was just a matter of when it was going to hap- 
pen. But giving no notice was kind of shitty.” 

Did any of them consider retribution? 

“No,” he shrugged. “They were pretty 
much following us around when we came in, 
to make sure nobody stole anything.” 

Instead of trashing the popcorn machine 
and making off with a truckload of purloined 
Red Vines, the Guild’s 
employees did what Land- 
mark Theatre Corporation 
employees have been doing 
for decades, both on and off 
the clock: They got drunk. 
According to Barchek, 
after the news began to 
circulate, “everyone met 
up at the Octopus,” the bar 
located between the two buildings that house 
the Guild’s two screens, “and waited for more 
people to show up and find out.” 

Barchek said he felt confident that he’d 
keep in touch with his friends from the the- 
ater in the weeks and months to come, but 
he was less sanguine about another more 
pressing matter. When asked if he had any 
immediate prospects for employment, he 
gave an answer that will be increasingly fa- 
miliar to an increasing number of Seattleites: 

“Uh, no,” he said. “No.” ■ 


Landmark’s presence 
on Seattle’s movie 
landscape was once 
close to imperial. 


StaangerPERKS 

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE MONEY. 


STRANGERPERKS.COM 


Want your business in StrangerPerks? 
E-mail StrangerPerks(g)thestranger.com or call 
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CARS 3 (G) 
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Where is Zanzibar? In Seattle? 
9609 >2 16th Ave SW 98106 


Happy Hour 
starts 6pm 
Zl price food 
drinks discoun 



Open 3-llpm 
Sun Wed Thur, 
til 12 Fri & Sat 
Take Dad out 
for a drink in 
a 21 & l' bar! 


craft beer, full bar, wine, drink specials, 
sandwiches, street food, vegan options! 


Dads: bring this ad for 
drink discount per child pic in your wallet 



"Schamer has changed 
the wav the wotM 
itKfkes espresso. n 


- Global Caffe* B wbw 



espresiKiviYttce.com 



0 

BROTHER 

BARREL 

HA HU ill. .Uif.Ti - SOURS, - SPTUFPS 


BARREL AGED, 
SOUR BEER & CIDER 

Scratch kitchen & full 
bar with an emphasis on 
locally crafted spirits and 
barrel aged drafts. 

12535 Lake City Way NE 
206-453-3155 
brotherbarrel.com 
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The Agony and the Ecstasy of Spam 

The Mystery Meat Is Making a Comeback in Seattle’s Restaurants 

BY ANCA L. SZILAGYI 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JESSICA STEIN 





M y earliest memory of Spam goes 
back to a summer vacation in Roma- 
nia in 1995. At a roadside picnic table, one of 
my relatives pulled out a can of it. My brother 
and I, ages 14 and 12, respectively, both born 
and raised in New York, recoiled in horror. 
My father said, “What? We ate this growing 
up. It’s good. Eat it.” 

This was surprising. Spam, 
so American to me, was 
available on this side of 
the Iron Curtain? And 
my father, so granola, 
so opposed to pro- 
cessed foods at home, 
was a fan? And we 
were supposed to trust 
meat out of a tin after 
each of us had already fallen vic- 
tim to violent food poisoning on 
this trip? My mother later admit- 
ted she regularly ate Spam while 
hiking in the Carpathian Moun- 
tains. She would heat cans of 
Spam on hot rocks. It was an easy 
nonperishable food. 

My gateway to Spam as 
an adult was Hawaiian 
pizza. Growing up in 
Brooklyn, the notion 
of pineapple on a 
slice was anathema. 

And the combination 
of sweet and savory, 
as a general rule, was 
frowned upon in my Ro- 
manian-Hungarian family. But 
as a hungry graduate student in 
Seattle, who was I to say no to 
free food at a teacher training? 

Reader: I liked it. 

I realized I didn’t know any- 
thing about Hawaiian food, which 
inevitably led me to delve deep 
into Spam. Spam was devel- 
oped during World War 
II and became popu- 
lar in the years that 
followed, in times of 
food shortages. Its 
postwar popularity 
eventually reached 
Hawaii, where it be- 
came a beloved comfort food. 

Hawaii is now the state with 
the highest per capita consump- 
tion rate of what is also known 
as “Hawaiian steak”; the 2017 
Spam Jam festival in Waikiki 
drew around 25,000 people. It was 
time for me to find out what all the 
fuss was about. 

At the Central District’s Cheeky Cafe, 
ready to give this curious meat another try, I 
dug into Spam and eggs. The pan sear cast out 
the disconcerting image I had in my mind of 
wet, pink, quivering stuff, the white rice came 
flecked with nori, which added a mildly smoky 
taste, and I ordered my eggs over easy, which 
allowed the yolks to permeate all that rice and 
salty goodness. 


Whereas the Spam and eggs at Cheeky was 
supremely comforting, the Spam musubi at Co- 
lumbia City’s Super Six was luscious. Don’t get 
me wrong, the pork-belly musubi also proved 
delightful. But I was already a fan of pork belly, 
and the Spam worked just as well in this context. 
Once again, the Spam-rice-nori combination — 
this time in a little two-bite bundle — brought 
me joy It was the perfect savory snack. 

Finally, I headed to the Kauai Family Res- 
taurant in Georgetown, touted by some as 
“the most authentic Hawaiian food in 
town.” It was a Satur- 
day morning, and 
the family-heavy 
brunch crowd 
was bustling. Live 
island music added 
to the cheerful cha- 
os. I went all in on 
the Blahla Special, 
a wonder for a one- 
meal day: saimin 
(a noodle soup), 
rice, two eggs, and 
two servings each of 
Spam, Vienna sausage, 
and Portuguese sausage. The meats 
ran the whole gamut of texture and 
spice: the mild, soft Vienna 
sausage, which I 
suppose I could’ve 
done without; the 
salty, firmer Spam; 
and the spicy, sub- 


stantial Portuguese 
sausage. The saimin 
was a dream. Let- 
tuce added a gentle 
crunch to slivers of 
Spam, egg, and soft 
noodles. A slice of 
fish cake, white with 
a swirl of pink, was a 
tad sweeter and more fla- 
vorful than I expected. Green onion 
and bits of nori floated in the rich 
broth, a most welcome 
method of wash- 
ing down the rest 
of this gut buster. 
Spam, it seems, 
had become my 
gateway to saimin. 

Coming around 
to Spam wasn’t ex- 
actly like coming 
around to kale, and 
my body was beg- 
ging me to come up 
with a story idea about 
something healthy, like 
100 ways to prepare a radish. I’ve heard of 
highfalutin uses of Spam, in ravioli and in 
amuse-bouches layered with pate. And that’s 
fun and all, but it’s Spam’s history — and fu- 
ture — that compelled me more than eating it. 

Under an authoritarian president with ques- 
tionable policies, who’s to say how quickly we’ll 
fall back on hard times? In March, Mexico can- 
celed its sugar-export permits to the United 


States, in part because of unfilled positions at 
the US Department of Commerce. That same 
month in Australia, the Sydney Morning Her- 
ald ' reported that Lisa Oldfield, a star of Real 
Housewives of Sydney, stored 5,000 cans of 


It’s Spam’s history — and 
future — that compelled 
me more than eating it. 


Spam and 125,000 liters of water in a shelter 
built to withstand an atomic explosion. She fears 
Trump, ISIS, and China, in that order. 

Beyond its aesthetics, there are other rea- 
sons why naked Spam is unpalatable. The 
Chain: Farm, Factory, and the Fate of Our 
Food by Ted Genoways tells an uglier story 
about Spam. How is it so cheap? Well, accord- 
ing to the book, poor labor practices for one: 
severed fingers, noxious fumes, disability claims 
rejected. Everything has its price. 

So what about vegan Spam? According to a 
2014 story from PRI’s The World, Aubry and 
Kale Walch — siblings who grew up in Guam 
(where the canned meat is very popular) and 
moved near the Spam capital of Austin, Min- 
nesota (i.e., Hormel’s headquarters) — were 
trying to create vegan Spam, having devel- 
oped all manner of other fake meats for their 
Minneapolis-based venture, the Herbivorous 
Butcher. They got the taste right with vital 
wheat gluten, garbanzo flour, peanut butter, 
and tapioca flour. They still hadn’t mastered 
the texture, however. I reached out for an 
update and found out that, alas, the recipe is 
still a work in progress. As vegans, the Wal- 
ches must be working from memory, just as I 
grasp at that memory of my dad at a roadside 
picnic table, putting a slab of Spam on crusty 
black bread schmeared with mustard. If they 
can master the vegan version, and I can find a 
great loaf of pumpernickel, I just might try it 
that way next time. 

I hope vegan Spam promises the same shelf 
life. Almost daily, I scan my pantry for nonper- 
ishables — beans, canned tuna and sardines, 
soups — and wonder how long they’ll last. When 
we’re hiding in the basement waiting for safer 
days, wouldn’t we want a little variety, some- 
thing with the potential to give comfort? 

As such, I asked my parents for more de- 
tails about Spam in Romania. My father now 
claims he never ate Spam. Why would he? he 
asks — it’s all processed meat and not very Ro- 
manian. Yet I have a distinct memory of him, 
in 1995, defending Spam. Did I manufacture 
the memory? My husband suggests this is 
my Sinbad’s Shazaam, the genie movie that 
never happened. My brother conjectures that 
perhaps our father had been in “emergency 
mode,” getting us kids to eat whatever was at 
hand because we were in the middle of nowhere 
in Romania, and growing up in Romania meant 
eating what was available. My mother’s Spam- 
as-hiking-provision story must have featured 
another canned ham more readily available 
under Communism. “Oh,” she contends now, “it 
was definitely weird meat from a can.” ■ 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of June H 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You have to admit that salt looks like 
sugar and sugar resembles salt. This isn't usually a major problem, 
though. Mistakenly sprinkling sugar on your food when you thought 
you were adding salt won't hurt you, nor will putting salt in your 
coffee when you assumed you were using sugar. But errors like these 
are inconvenient and they can wreck a meal. You may want to apply 
this lesson as a metaphor in the coming days, Aries. Be alert for 
things that outwardly seem to be alike but actually have different 
tastes and effects. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Here's a possible plan for the next 10 
days: Program your smartphone to sound an alarm once every hour 
during the entire time you're awake. Each time the bell or buzzer 
goes off, you will vividly remember your life's main purpose. You 
will ask yourself whether or not the activity you're engaged in at 
that specific moment is somehow serving your life's main purpose. 
If it is, literally pat yourself on the back and say to yourself, "Good 
job!" If it's not, say the following words: "I am resolved to get into 
closer alignment with my soul's code — the blueprint of my destiny." 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Actress Marisa Berenson offers a line 
of antiaging products that contain an elixir made from the seeds 
of a desert fruit known as prickly pear. The manufacturing process 
isn't easy. To produce a quart of the potion requires 2,000 pounds of 
seeds. I see you as having a metaphorically similar challenge in the 
coming weeks, Gemini. To create a small amount of the precious stuff 
you want. I'm guessing you'll have to gather a ton of raw materials. 
And there may be a desert-like phenomena to deal with, as well. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): There are three kinds of habits: good, 
bad, and neutral. Neutral habits are neither good nor bad but use up 
psychic energy that might be better directed into cultivating good 
habits. Here are some examples: A good habit is when you're disci- 
plined about eating healthy food; a bad habit is watching violent TV 
shows before going to bed, thereby disturbing your sleep; a neutral 
habit might be doing Sudoku puzzles. My challenge to you, Cancerian, 
is to dissolve one bad habit and one neutral habit by replacing them 
with two new good habits. According to my analysis of the astrological 
omens, cosmic forces will be on your side as you make this effort. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): "Dear Dr. Astrology: Good fortune has been 
visiting me a lot lately. Many cool opportunities have come my way. 
Life is consistently interesting. I've also made two unwise moves that 
fortunately didn't bring bad results. Things often work out better for 
me than I imagined they would! I'm grateful every day, but I feel like 
I should somehow show even more appreciation. Any ideas? — Lucky 
Leo." Dear Lucky: The smartest response to the abundance you have 
enjoyed is to boost your generosity. Give out blessings. Dispense 
praise. Help people access their potentials. Intensify your efforts to 
share your wealth. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Years ago, a fan of my work named Paul 
e-mailed to ask me if I wanted to get together with him and his friend 
when I visited New York. "Maybe you know her?" he wrote. "She's 
the artist Cindy Sherman." Back then I had never heard of Cindy. 
But since Paul was smart and funny, I agreed to meet. The three of 
us convened in an elegant tearoom for a boisterous conversation. 
A week later, when I was back home and mentioned the event to 
a colleague, her eyes got big and she shrieked, "You had tea with 
THE Cindy Sherman." She then educated me on how successful and 
influential Cindy's photography has been. I predict you will soon have 
a comparable experience, Virgo: inadvertent contact with an intriguing 
presence. Hopefully, because I've given you a heads-up, you'll recog- 
nize what's happening as it occurs and take full advantage. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): You'll never get access to the treasure 
that's buried out under the cherry tree next to the ruined barn if you 
stay in your command center and keep staring at the map instead of 
venturing out to the barn. Likewise, a symbol of truth may be helpful 
in experiencing deeper meaning, but it's not the same as communing 
with the raw truth, and may even become a distraction from it. Let's 
consider one further variation on the theme: The pictures in your 
mind's eye may or may not have any connection with the world 
outside your brain. It's especially important that you monitor their 
accuracy in the coming days. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Maybe it wasn't such a good idea to go 
gallivanting so heedlessly into the labyrinth. Or maybe it was. Who 
knows? It's still too early to assess the value of your experiences in that 
maddening but fascinating tangle. You may not yet be fully able to 
distinguish the smoke and mirrors from the useful revelations. Which 
of the riddles you've gathered will ultimately bring frustration and 
which will lead you to wisdom? Here's one thing I do know for sure: 
If you want to exit the labyrinth, an opportunity will soon appear. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Over the years. I've read numerous 
news reports about people who have engaged in intimate relations 
with clunky inanimate objects. One had sex with a bicycle, another 
seduced a sidewalk, and a third tried to make sweet love to a picnic 
table. I hope you won't join their ranks in the coming weeks. Your 
longing is likely to be extra intense, innovative, and even exotic, but 
I trust you will confine its expression to unions with adult human 
beings who know what they're getting into and who have consented 
to play. Here's an old English word you might want to add to your 
vocabulary: blissom. It means "to bleat with sexual desire." 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): Your life in the coming days should 
be low on lightweight diversions and high in top-quality content. 
Does that sound like fun? I hope so. I'd love to see you enjoy the 
hell out of yourself as you cut the fluff and focus on the pith... as 
you efficiently get to the hype-free heart of every matter and refuse 
to tolerate waffling or stalling. So strip away the glossy excesses, 
my dear Capricorn. Skip a few steps if that doesn't cause any envy. 
Expose the pretty lies, but then just work around them; don't get 
bogged down in indulging in negative emotions about them. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): Inventor, architect, and author Buck- 
minster Fuller lived to the age of 87. For 63 of those years, he kept a 
detailed scrapbook diary that documented every day of his life. It in- 
cluded his reflections, correspondence, drawings, newspaper clippings, 
grocery bills, and much other evidence of his unique story. I would 
love to see you express yourself with that much disciplined ferocity 
during the next two weeks. According to my astrological analysis, 
you're in a phase when you have maximum power to create your life 
with vigorous ingenuity and to show everyone exactly who you are. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): You have a cosmic license to enjoy almost 
too much sensual pleasure. In addition, you should feel free to do 
more of what you love to do than you normally allow yourself. Be 
unapologetic about surrounding yourself with flatterers and wor- 
shipers. Be sumptuously lazy. Ask others to pick up the slack for you. 
Got all that? It's just the first part of your oracle. Here's the rest: You 
have a cosmic license to explore the kind of spiritual growth that's 
possible when you feel happy and fulfilled. As you go through each 
day, expect life to bring you exactly what you need to uplift you. As- 
sume that the best service you can offer your fellow humans is to be 
relaxed and content. ■ 
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Jeffery 

Lew 

Super Dad, School 
Lunch Champion 

TEXT BY AMBER CORTES 
PHOTO BY STEVE KORN 


You launched a GoFundMe campaign to 
help pay off school lunch debt — and it 
went viral! How did it get started? 

It all started with a video about lunch- 
shaming that I saw posted on Facebook. The 
video featured some severe lunch-shaming 
practices, like throwing out perfectly good 
food because a student couldn't pay for it, 
stamping students on their arm or hand to 
say they owe money, and the outright denial 
of food. It was heartbreaking to hear about. 
We have a third grader in public school, and 
just thinking about our child being lunch- 
shamed made me ache for the children who 
actually do get lunch-shamed. I wanted to 
do something about it. First, I called my son's 
elementary school to find out what its total 
lunch debt was. Then I thought, "Hey, let's 
see what the whole Seattle school district 
debt total is. Maybe the community and other 
parents would want to help!" So I started the 
GoFundMe campaign to include the whole 
district, and it just took off from there. 

What has the response been so far? 

The response has been so overwhelmingly 
positive! At least the majority of it. I love how 
the community got together and showed 
their support for these kids. I'm glad that peo- 
ple know this is happening and that it has to 
stop. It doesn't even matter that some people 
are saying some negative things, because at 
least it's being talked about. And maybe, just 
maybe, the right people will listen and make 
sure all children get lunch regardless of their 
family's financial status. 

It looks like at least some of the right 
people have noticed — singer John Leg- 
end donated $5,000 to the campaign. 
What was it like meeting him? 

Honestly, it was legendary! He's such an 
amazing performer and artist. My wife and I 
loved every minute of his performance. He's 
such a nice guy. We weren't expecting a ce- 
lebrity to donate to our local cause, let alone 
give us concert tickets with meet-and-greet 
passes to his sold-out show! It was amazing! 

Where's a great place to bring the fam- 
ily where both the kids AND the adults 
are happy? 

My family loves the Pacific Science Center! 
And we love going to the fountain at Seattle 
Center during the summer to cool off. We 
also enjoy going to the Bite of Seattle. 

What are your Father's Day plans? 

For Father's Day, we will most likely go out 
for a lunch or dinner to celebrate. Spending 
time with my family is one of the best gifts! ■ 
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THINGS TO DO 


The easiest way to decide what to do 
in Seattle just got easier. 

Browsing events is simpler than ever, and you can now add events to your calendar. 
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